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This well was brought in at 2 o’clock, January 19th, 
that time the oil production was approximately 
this would represent $48,750. Imag 


and was uncontrollable until it choked, 
37,500 barrels, or 15,000 barrels per day. 
ine one well spouting coin at the rate of $1 
per minute. 
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60 hours later. During 
At the present contract price, 
9,468.80 per day; $811.20 per hour; $13.52 
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Experts Say This Rope Is a 
Perfect Sample— 


()NE wire rope expert declared that this was “the 
prettiest rope” he had ever seen. 


Outside of the mechanical perfection, the feature which elicited 
-this enthusiastic expression was the perfect lubrication. 


This rope was laid up in 


TEXACO CRATER COMPOUND 


during the process of manufacture. 


The hemp core of this rope is saturated 
with CRATER. The operation of wind- 
ing the strands around the core squeez- 
ed out enough of the lubricant to form 
a lubricating film between the strands 
and the individual wires. Because of the 
stability of CRATER, that film will last 
for a long time. 


When this rope is put into service it 

requires very little attention. The sat- 
urated core acts as a reservoir for the 
lubricant, keeping the inner strands of 
the rope protected against friction, pre- 
venting cutting. 
More than this, CRATER being neutral 
to acids or alkali, will protect the rope in 
the presence of tainted water and will 
prevent rotting of the core and corrosion 
of the wires. 


All that is needed to keep a rope like 


this in first class condition is light ap- 
plications of CRATER from time to time 





HOUSTON 


to take care of the external wear. 


The protection within and without af- 
forded by CRATER to wire ropes in- 
sures an increased length of life. In 
many cases CRATER treated ropes have 
lasted twice the time taken to destroy a 
rope under exactly similar conditions. 


There are other uses which CRATER 
COMPOUND can be put to in the mine 
besides the lubrication of wire rope. 
Among them are—use on the gears of 
driven pumps, on the gears, pinions, 
racks, cables and chains of steam shovels. 
We have incorporated some of the uses 
and results accomplished by TEXACO 
CRATER COMPOUND in a little 32- 
page illustrated booklet which we shall 
be pleased to send you upon request. This 
book is worth having. It also contains 
a diagram and explanation of what we 
think is the best way of lubricating wire 


ropes. 
Write for the CRATER BOOK. 


THE TEXAS COMPANY 


Dept. “CA,” 17 Battery Place, N. Y. City 


CHICAGO 





NEW YORK 


OFFICES IN PRINCIPAL CITIES 
There is a Texaco Lubricant for every purpose 
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WE ARE HEADQUARTERS FOR 


Everything for Oil Wells 

















Write for quotations on your requirements or send us your open orders—they will be “filled at bottom 
prices, in a manner that will please you 


THE LARGEST SUPPLY HOUSE IN THE SOUTHWEST 


PEDEN IRON & STEEL CO. 203% 
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Republic Supply Company *°tsxas 
Oil and Gas Well Supplies 
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STORES: 
OKLAHOMA— TEXAS— LOUISIANA z 
Tulsa, Wilson, Yale, Houston, Humble, Shreveport, = 
Wirt, Haskell Electra, Burkburnett Mansfeld, Oil City 2 
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Beaumont Iron Works Company 
BEAUMONT, TEXAS, U.S. A. 
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Doyourealize that theGulf |; 
Coast Oil News is the only |i 
Oil Journal published in |} 
the Gulf Coast States? 


Do you know that it is read 
by the man in the field and 
also the man in the office? 


No firm handling products for 
oil field use could possibly 
secure a better advertising 
medium. The man who ac- 
tually places the orders for 
these products reads the 
News every week, and the 
advertising rates are very low. | 


Let us tell you about them. 


Gulf Coast Oil News 


FOSTER BUILDING, HOUSTON, TEXAS 
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Wanted— Law to Suppress Fraud 






ITH unusual activity in oil-produc- 
ing circles resulting from steadily 
advancing prices in oil, the unsus- 
pecting public may well take warn- 
ing that the guns of fraudulent pro- 
moters are being trained in its di- 
rection. They will not be slow to 
recognize the fact that the activi- 
ties of legitimate operators will re- 
sult in the extension of proven fields 
and widespread wildcatting opera- 
tions that are sure to develop at- 

tractive productions. These conditions, to a great 

_ extent, will be made the foundation upon which 

such unscrupulous individuals and organizations 

will seek to build their fortunes. 

This game has been played to the extent that 
many who have been stung: have come to look 
upon the oil industry with discredit, and as a fur- 
ther result these individuals steer clear of any- 
thing that has the odor of petroleum; however, 
there are thousands of others who may yet be 
victimized, and in protection of these and in the 
interests of legitimate oil operations, laws should 
be enacted to suppress such frauds so far as is 
possible. 

It is a common occurrence for letters to come 
to this office, from men and women throughout 
the country, inquiring about some supposed oil 
company in which they have purchased stock, 
and the careful consideration that is given to 
such inquiries by our information department 
fails to discover the existence of any such com- 
pany, or if there is such a company, as sometimes 
is the case, stock in it is worthless, by reason of 
the lands they are promoting having no value for 
oil operations. 

An example of the activities of such fraudulent 
promoters is reported from Cleveland, Ohio, where 
In six weeks’ time more than $7,000 was collected 
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from business men, together with $50,000 in prom- 
issory notes to cover purchases of stock in what 
was represented to be an Oklahoma company, and 
which representations have been proven to be en- 
tirely false. An Oklahoma banker, whose name 
was used by them, has repudiated any connection 
with their operations. 

That Texas, as well as Oklahoma and Louisiana, 
needs a “blue sky” law is very evident. That 
such laws are at least to a great extent effective 
is shown by the fact that such fraudulent oper- 
ations are not practiced in Kansas and California, 
where such laws are in effect. The laws could 
be strengthened by the co-operation of the State 
Bankers’ Association, whose membership should 
see to it that the name of no bank or banker be 
used in connection with any company or individual 
promoting any projects of this nature which are 
in the least clouded, or the substantiability and 
honesty of which such bank representatives would 
not be willing to vouch for. Going still further in 
this direction, similar action might be taken 
through the State banking commissioners and the 
Federal reserve board. To still further strengthen 
this, the co-operation of the Federal Trade Com- 
mission and the Associated Advertising Clubs 
could easily be had, both of which would be effec- 
tive in the suppression of such fraudulent oper- 
ations, conducted largely through advertising 
such as is condemned by legitimate advertisers 
and recognized as hurtful to any community 
where such methods are practiced, as well as un- 
just and dishonorable generally. 

At this time, while legislative revision is receiv- 
ing sober consideration and specific legislation be- 
ing enacted to regulate the oil industry, it would 
seem opportune for some of our legislators to 
frame a bill that would in this way safeguard the 
interests of the public at large and entitle him to 
the plaudits of his constituents. 
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Five Completions for the Week 

There were five completions for the week, with new pro- 
duction amounting to 70 barrels. The Producers Oil Com- 
pany abandoned its No. 15, on the Foster tract, at 4545 feet 
—dry. The National Oil and Refining Company completed 
its No. 7 Wimberly on the 23 inst., at a depth of 1100 feet 
—it is good for about 50 barrels on the beam. Clay et al, 
operating on the Patterson, have a 20-barrel pumper in 
their No. 4, at a depth of 710 feet. Clay & Horn No. 21, 
on the Wrenn, was abandoned on the 23 at 915 feet—dry. 
Peterson et al No. 1, on the Donlin tract, was abandoned 
on the 21st at a depth of 1585 feet—water. The total daily 
average production for the past week is 22,870 barrels. 
In last week’s totals the Gulf Production Company’s fig- 
ures were erroneously omitted, so that by adding 1900 
barrels to last week’s average, the total will be 20,890— 
giving this week a gain of 1980 barrels. 

The production is distributed as follows: 





Barrels 

The Producers Oil Company ...........0. 8,950 
The Republic Production Company ......... 5,150 
es er ae ee ee a ae 2,095 
The Gulf Production Company ............. 1,985 
The Southern Petroleum Company ......... 1,675 
Pee Te GC) i ee a er 500 
The Onalaska Oil Company ................ 265 
The Southern Trust Company .............. 50 
MUUMIRIME on as tiene oa aea ss aes eae nee 2,200 
22,870 





Field Notes 


The Humble-Union Oil Company is drilling No. 1, on the 
Bering-Cortes, at about 600 feet. 

The Gulf Coast Oil Corporation is below 1200 feet in its 
No. 2, on the Cherry. The Producers Oil Company No. 15 
Foster was abandoned at a depth of 4545 feet. No. 214, 
on the Landslide, is drilling at about 3460 feet, while No. 
215, on the same tract, is drilling below 600 feet. No. 7, 
on the House tract, is drilling at 2920 feet; 138 on the Her- 
mann is drilling at 720 feet; No. 20 on the C. O. & G. is 
below 2700 feet. 

The Atlantic and Gulf Petroleum Company No. 2, on the 
Bodeman, is drilling at about 2900 feet, while its No. 3 
on the same tract is at 2860 feet. 

The Singleton Ranch Oil Company No. 1, on the Single- 
ton, is drilling at about 2880 feet. 

The Invincible Oil Company (Niels Esperson) No. 49, 
on the Hermann, is drilling at 2580 feet; No. 51 at 2690 
feet; No. 52 at about 1600, and 53 is a derrick. 

The Sun Company No. 18, on the River lease, is drilling 
at 2200 feet, No. 19 is a derrick and 20 a location. 

The Producers Oil Company No. 11, on the Burt 100 
acres, is drilling at about 2000 feet, while No. 10, on the 
Burt 50 acres, is drilling around 2300 feet. No. 11, on the 
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Koehler, is around 3150 feet; Mason 181 is at 1100 and 
No. 18, on the Landslide, is a location. 

The National Oil and Refining Company No. 7, on the 
Wimberly tract, was completed on the 23 at a depth of 1100 
feet—-now on the beam, making about 50 barrels. No. §& 
of the same company, on the same tract, is a derrick. 

The Delta Oil Company No. 1, on the Bender lease, is 
a derrick. 


The Logan Oil Company No. 5 Echols, is drilling at about 
710 feet. 


John O’Neill et al No. 1, on the Bender lease, is drilling 
at 1950 feet. 

The Chicago-Texas Oil Company No. 12, on the Hermann 
is below 780 feet. 

The Hancock Oil Company No. 3, on the Bender, is 
drilling at 1080 feet. 

O’Neil & Glass No. 3, on the Isaacks tract, is drilling at 
about 1180 feet. 

Peterson et al have abandoned their No. 1, on the Donlin 
tract, at a depth of 1580 feet. 

The Permit Oil Company has a derrick up for its No. 1, 
on the House tract. 

Clay & Horn have abandoned their No. 21, on the Wrenn 
lease, at a depth of 925 feet. 

Clay et al completed their No. 4 Patterson on the 23 inst., 
at a depth of 710 feet. It is making 20 barrels on the 
jack. 


Clough et al are shut down in their No. 3 Hardway at a 
depth of 1150 feet. 


Humble Oil Company Takes Over Properties 
of the Southern Pipe Line 


Another large deal involving Goose Creek was closed on 
the 23rd of the current month, when the Humble Oil Com- 
pany acquired by purchase the holdings of the Southern 
Pipe Line Company for $130,000, half of which is in cash 
and the balance in short time notes. 

The deal includes all the gathering lines, pipe lines, 
tanks, stocks and contracts of the Southern Pipe Line 
Company, but does not include the barges, tugs or leases. 

The Humble Pipe Line Company will continue the busi- 
ness under the name of the Southern Pipe Line Company, 
with offices on the fifth floor of the new Gulf building. 

——-— fe 
Hughes Tool Company Employes 
Given Bonus 


All the employes of the Hughes Tool Company, number- 
ing more than fifty, have been given a five per cent bonus 
on their 1916 salaries. This company manufactures the 
celebrated Hughes roller bit. 





Will Buy or Sell 


Oklahoma Producing & Refining 
Cosden Oil & Gas 

Cosden & Co. 

Royal Dutch Shell 

Sinclair Oil & Refiniug Co. 


NEUHAUS & CO. 
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Another Big Deal Pending 

The only completion of any note, for the past week, is 
that of the Gulf Porduction Company, on the Briggs strip, 
being its well No. 4. It was brought in Friday, January 
19, at a depth of approximately 2600 feet, with an initial 
flow of about 250 barrels. It made considerable gas at 
first, which choked off the real capacity of the well; with 
the gas pressure falling off, the well has steadily increased 
its production, until now it is flowing at the rate of about 
600 barrels. 

Large realty deals continue to be the order of the day 
in this field—one of the first magnitude is now pending. 
The Humble Oil Company has acquired an option on seven- 
eighths of the holdings of the Houston Deep Well Company 
and the Houston Goose Creek Company for $720,000. If 
the deal is completed $600,000 will be paid for the leases 
of the Houston Deep Well Company, which cover 591 
acres at Goose Creek and vicinity, and $120,000 will be 
paid for the leases of the Houston Goose Creek Company, 
whose holdings consist of 331 acres on the Demeritt and 
other tracts at Goose Creek. Fifty thousand dollars option 
money has been posted by the Humble Oil Company; the 
option will expire in 52 days more. 

For some unaccountable reason, Goose Creek has not 
figured, to any extent, in land litigation, as is the wont of 
most new fields, however, it was inevitable, though some- 
what delayed. Last week the American Production Com- 
pany was granted a temporary injunction against the Gulf 
Production Company, and this week it is up for a hearing 
before Judge J. D. Harvey, in the Eightieth District Court 
at Houston, the plaintiffs seeking to make it permanent. 
According to the testimony of John Gaillard, who owned 
the tract on which the first big gusher was brought in by 
the American Production Company last August, he gave 
a lease to John Mitchell, who assigned it to the American 
Company, and, according to the terms of the lease, the 
land was to be developed within a certain period. The 
terms were not complied with according to the defendant, 
and the lease was forfeited. Later Gaillard sold his prop- 
erty to the Gulf Production Company, who attempted to re- 
move the plaintiffs from possession. The court continued 
the injunction in effect, but also granted the defendants 
an injunction restraining the plaintiffs from exercising 


control of the land until the question of title can be deter- 
mined. 





The daily average production for the week is around 
10,000 barrels. 


Field Notes 


Hancock et al No. 1, on the Price Pruett, drilling below 
1000 feet. This test had been shut down for some time. 
The Gillett Oil Company No. 1, on the Hoskins, is ream- 
ing at 2750 feet. This company has experienced a great 
deal of mechanical trouble; the recent delay being due to 
a fishing job. 

The Empire Oil and Gas Company No. 2, on the Grace 


as 


Addey, west of the creek, is drilling below 700 feet. No. 3 


of the same company, located in the extreme south end of 
the Grace Addey tract, is rigging up. 

Simms et al No. 2, on the Goose Creek Oil Company 7% 
acres, is drilling at about 900 feet. 

The Central Goose Creek Oil Company No. 1, on the 
Jones tract, is drilling at about 2400 feet. 

The Gulf Production Company No. 3, on the Demeritt, is 
drilling below 700 feet. , 

The Humble-Gulf-H. H. Meyers No. 1, on the Anna Schill- 
ing, is a gas well, having been capped Monday at 5:40 
o’clock after running wild for several days. Pipe is now 
being laid from the well to various sections of the field, 
and the gas will be used as fuel for the field boilers. After 
many futile attempts on the part of the field men to cap this 
well it was decided to call in the services of an expert, a 
Mr. Wayne Crosby, of Shreveport, Louisiana, who did the 
job in three hours, receiving a handsome fee for his ser- 
vices. The depth of this well is around 2300 feet. 

The Gulf Production Company No. 4, on the Briggs tract, 
came in Friday making about 250 barrels. It made con- 
siderable gas at first, but has since got down to a steady 
flow of oil, and is now making about 400 barrels. The 
Briggs strip is just west of the Tabb. The depth of the 
well is between 2500 and 2600 feet. 

The Gulf-Beaumont Oil Company No. 5 Tabbs Bay, about 
60 feet from the shore, is drilling at about 950 feet. No. 
6 of the same companies, is located on the shore immedi- 
ately north of No. 5, rigging up. 

The Gulf Coast Oil Corporation-Hufstettler Oil Company 
No. 3, on the John Gaillard 21 acres, setting up standard 
rig, preparing to put on the beam. The depth of the well 
is 2070 feet. 

The Gulf Production Company is rigging up No. 3, on the 
Bush tract. 

The Gulf Production Company No. 4, on the John Gail- 
lard, is a derrick. 

H. H. Myers et al No. 1, on the Jones, is still spouting 
water and sand over the crown block, and apparently its 
force has not diminished since it came in January 11. 
For many hundreds of yards surrounding the well is a 
veritable sea of sand from one to three feet deep, with a 
water fall rivalling the famous “Bridal Veil.” To date 
there has been no effort to control this well. 

The Houston Deep Well Company No. 5 Gaillard is drill- 
ing at 2410 feet. No. 6 of the same company, on the same 


tract, is drilling below 2100 feet. No. 1 of the same com- 


pany, on the Gaillard Peninsula, is drilling at 2150 feet. 

Simms et al Nos. 3 and 4, on the Goose Creek Oil Com- 
pany 7% acres, are both drilling below 700 feet. 

The Humble Oil Company No. 3, on the Gillett is drilling 
at about 1250 feet. This test is located about 200 feet 
east of No. 2, and is an offset to that well. 

H. H. Myers et al No. 3, on the Schilling tract, is drilling 
below 400 feet. 

Simms et al No. 1, on the Minnie Gaillard, is drilling at 
400 feet. 


———_.—_—_—_ 
New Sand 

Kimbley and associates seem to have made discovery of 
a new gas sand in their test in the southeast of southeast 
of 6-13-12 on the A. Newby farm (Okla.), and just to enliven 
the new field the gas is spraying some oil and the test may 
make an oil well. Top of this new sand was found at 
1851 feet and at 5 feet in the sand, the test is reported 
making around 5,000,000 feet of gas. At 1580 feet, another 
sand was found that carried a nice showing of oil. The 


location is far enough removed from production to make 


the final interesting. 





Steel Shafting up to 





EXPERT WELDING 
12 inches in Diameter GULF WELDING WORKS TEXAS. - 


Cracks in Boilers and Boiler Flues 
Pump Castings, Gears and Pulleys 











ee 


A NH at ge 


ete 


ee ee 
le nt “oe as ne eng eee 


gen en mm en ne SO 


 ———— 


a 


GULF COAST OIL NEWS 





Y 





Uy 


XS 
\ We 


VEE Eel 











Big Gusher Runs Wild 


The Humble-Gulf Company brought in what proved to 
be one of the largest gushers of recent years when No. 15 
well on the Hardin County lease started flowing about 2 
p. m. Saturday, January 20. This well, which is located 
only 200 feet south of No. 14, recently completed, and 
which has been flowing at the rate of about 9000 barrels 
daily since December 5, 1916, after flowing steadily for 
about 10 hours finally cut through the gates and casing and 
ran wild until about 2 a. m. Monday, at which time it 
choked off, having probably cut through the casing and 
caved in. 


This well, according to competent judges, for the first 
twenty-four hours flowed at the rate of 20,000 barrels, 
which is verified by pipe line gauges, but the next twenty- 
four hours it commenced making more gas and choked 
down so that it is doubtful whether the flow was more than 
at the rate of 5000 barrels. The oil was thrown up in a 
fine spray which the wind carried away as far as a mile, 
thus considerable oil was lost in this way, but by building 
levees around the well at considerable distances, as the 
wind shifted most of the oil was saved. The oil was a 
black viscous fluid of 24.5 Beaume gravity and came out 
of the well at a temperature of 86, showing but a slight 
trace of sand and no water. There seems to be a slight dif- 
ference between the oil from this well and the oil from 
the last flowing well, No. 14, which is 200 feet to the 
north, the latter being slightly higher in gravity and hav- 
ing a temperature of 100 degrees and showing 2-10 of 1 per 
cent B. S. and water under test. Heavy connections were 
placed on this well Tuesday and preparations were made to 
go down with 3-inch pipe to set screen again, it being the 
opinion of the drillers that this could be accomplished 
without much trouble and the well brought back in a few 
days. 


' Judging from the number of people who visited this 
well while it was gushing, it appears that a gusher still 
has the power to attract attention even among oil people, 
the tame manner in which the usual big well is brought in 
not attracting the curious as the spectacular manner in 
which they were brought in in the earlier days. One old- 
timer, while out looking at the new gusher, remarked that 
the first time he got off of the train in Sour Lake, in the 
early days, when they were getting such large wells on 
the Shoestring, he saw six wells gushing at once, high 
above the trees which separated the prairies upon which 
the town of Sour Lake is built and that on which the 
Shoestring is located. 


Preparations are being made on this lease and going 
forward steadily to take care of a large production. More 
tanks are being built, more boilers being set up and new 
lines of larger capacity are being laid, so that any produc- 
tion which they may get will be handled properly and with 
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Stock On Hand 


Stock on hand at the end of the week among the various 
pipe line companies has not increased to any extent, the 
only change being the Texas Company, which has been in- 
creasing its stock at the rate of about 5000 barrels daily. 
Stock on hand is as follows: 


Barrels 
en eR =. is cn ik wales aes bie ein 1,343,000 
NN oo. a Wain ewianee sues 142,000 
Gulf Pipe Line Company.........: ee oteins 623,000 
SERED ois Sid bie se sed ow wie ee pe wee 87,000 

Average pipe line runs for the week are: 

pT CC a ee ee 7,063 
NO a a ne ee eee 6,102 
isl Se TANS CGOMDARY — sais e cides ciccicass 9,986 





Big Deal Consummated 


The Gulf Production Company closed a deal with the 
Tarver Oil Company of Sour Lake, whereby the first named 
company, for a consideration of one and one-half million 
dollars, becomes the owner of all the leases and equipment 
of the Tarver Oil Company in this field, as well as leases 
at Goose Creek and other points. The most important 
lease of the Tarver Oil Company was the Hardin County 
lease, with a daily production of about 3500 barrels. This 
lease consists of 80 acres and has 29 wells, all of which, 
with the exception of probably one or two, are good pro- 
ducers. This lease also adjoins the lease of the Humble- 
Gulf Company, one-half interest of which is owned by 
the Gulf Production Company, and which has been bring- 
ing in such sensational gushers in the past few months. 
The Tarver Oil Company also owned three leases in the 
south field, from which it was getting a production; name- 
ly, the Valenta, Wheeless and Fisher. 

That the Gulf Production has the utmost faith in Sour 
Lake field, is shown by this purchase, as it will take a con- 
siderable length of time to get returns on this investment 
even at the present rate of production, but with the terri- 
tory which this lease occupies, it will be possible to regu- 
late the production as to suit the needs, for they do not 
have to fight boundaries and waste supply. 

This is probably the largest deal made in Sour Lake, 
but there has been so many big deals made of late, that 
this one only created passing interest. 





Completions 


Completions for the week are: The Gulf Production 
Co.’s No. 1-A, of the Thompson & Merchant lease, which 
is good for about 30 barrels on the beam; Wyatt Oil Co. 
No. 1 subdivision of heirs of Jackson 45 acres, which will 
pump 15 barrels; the Hill Oil Co. No. 1 Chamblain, which 
will make 20 barrels and the Tarver Oil Co. No. 14 Hardin 
County, a worked over well. which will make about six 
barrels daily. 


Field Operations 


The Producers Oil Co. is trying to pull six-inch, having 
twisted off in No. 1 Ashe, and is down 2250 feet in gumbo 
in the A. Merchant acre 198, and is drilling in gumbo at 
1200 feet in Merchant A-1. This company has also made 
locations for 288 and 289 on its fee land, near the Shoe- 
string and is drilling in No. 187 at about 2150 feet in sand 
on fee land. 

The Gulf Production Co. had a small blowout while drill- 
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Two Views of the Hardin County Tract, Sour Lake, Texas 























The Gulf Production Company recently bought the holdings of the Tarver Oil Company 
in the Hardin County lease, and two and two-thirds acres in the south part of the old field. 
000. The total daily average production from these properties is close to 50,000 barrels 
that of the offices, boiler house and flow tanks of the Tarver Oil Company. 


at Sour Lake, comprising 80 acres 
The total consideration was $1,500,- 
a day at present. The view (right) is 
The picture to the left is a partial view of the tract. 


ing in its No. 1 Lizzie Fietszcker at about 3200 feet. The 1 Simms, but at present is shut down. 
blowout brought out 300 feet of drill stem. They had a Hubert Holt et al are also shut down on their No. lL 
gcod show but will deepen. Franco-American. They are down 1625 feet in oil sand, 


Roston-Texas Oil Co. is drilling at 3100 feet in No. 3 where they recently completed a test which proved salt 


well, on the Martin Gilbert lease. water. 
Bradley & Guffey are working over their No. 2 well, on The Hill Oil Co., in the south field, has completed No. 1 


the Smith & Crawford lease. This location is about 50 well at 825 feet and is arranging to pump. It is the in- 
feet north of the well recently completed on the Meagher’ tention of this company to sink several shallow wells on 
lease and which is making about 120 barrels daily. its lease (the Chamblain) and pull them with a power 
The Forest David Oil Co. No. 1 McShane is fishing for plant of its own. At present power is procured from the 
two and a half inch pipe at 1960 feet. This well at one Sun Co. 
time created quite a stir among local oil men at a showing The Lake Oil Co., in the south field, is drilling in No. 13 
they had going down, but a test proved it to be salt water. Hebert at 950 feet in sand, and also trying to sidetrack at 
Tarver Oil Co. (now the Gulf Production Co., which 1675 feet in No. 1 Jackson B. 
recently purchased the leases of this company) is drilling The Sun C 
at 1000 feet in sand on its Hardin County lease. This loca- No. 40 Giesecke, a well which is being worked over for the 
tion is about 200 feet south of the well which they recently past week. This well is near the well which discovered 
completed which is still flowing at the rate of 1000 bar- the south field. 
rels daily. This company is also rigging up to work over The E. F. Simms Co., on fee No. 1, has pulled all six-inch 
No. 19 on the same lease. The No. 14, Hardin County, pipe and is preparing to drill at 1600 feet. On No. 2 this 
which was completed last week, is only making at the company is down 2650 feet in sand, but is waiting on sup- 
rate of five barrels daily. This was also an old hole _ plies at present. 
worked over. The Yount Lee Oil Co. is down 3150 feet in No. 1 Lynn 
The Humble-Gulf Co. is down 1400 feet in its No. 16 70 acres, and is down 3650 feet in No. 2 Merchant, in sand 
Hardin County. This well is on the shell road which ia * and boulders. In No. 4 Lynn is down 3275 feet in gumbo. 
in the south boundary of the company’s lease and is an The Lake View Oil Co. is moving derrick 400 feet west of 
offset of the Producers Oil Co.’s wells across the road. old location on the Minor lease. The Herring Oil Co. is 
They are also rigging up for No. 18 Hardin County. rigging No. 1 on the A Merchant. The Primrose Oil Co. 
Huston’s Texas Petroleum Co. is down 3210 feet in No is also rigging up on the Finklestein for No. 5 well. 


o. is arranging to set three-inch screen in 
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Muncie Oil Engines 


Have a Record of Fourteen 
Years In Oil Field Work 


Fourteen in use at Humble, and others at Batson, 
Saratoga and Spindletop. Often save 
entire cost in four months. 


For particulars write or phone 


T.L. SMITH, Jr., repreentative 
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UNDERGROUND STORAGE TANKS FOR 
NAVAL SUPPLY 


Now that it is planned by the navy department to con- 
struct underground tanks for the storage of oil for the 
United States Navy, it would seem that an opportunity is 
afforded Texas to secure the location of one of these sup- 
ply stations. 


Rear Admiral Frederick Harrison, chief of the bureau 
of construction and repairs, recently stated before the 
house committee on naval affairs that plans have been 
made by the department for the storage of 50,000,000 bar- 
rels of fuel oil. He said: ‘The European war has proven 
that tanks above ground and in sight, can be destroyed 
easily. There has been much criticism of the tanks above 
ground. We now propose to build storage places for oil 
in a manner to prevent them from being blown up by 
bombs.” 


So far, the places announced for such storage stations 
are Guantanamo, Pearl Harbor, Puget Sound, San Diego, 
Mare Island, and Melville, R. I. From this, it may be seen 
that the Atlantic and Pacific Coasts are well provided for, 
while the Gulf Coast has been entirely left out of con- 
sideration. The important position occupied by Southern 
waters, in naval operations, especially in view of their 
proximity to the Panama Canal, is a strong argument in 
favor of the location of a fuel oil supply station, easliy 
accessible to fleets operating in this quarter. 


This being true, further argument as to a specific loca- 
tion, would be strongly favorable to Houston, by reason 
of its being an inland harbor, easily accessible and in the 
heart of an important oil producing area, with exceptional 
pipe line facilities. With the proper presentation of these 
and other facts favorable to this location, it might reason- 
ably be expected that results might be obtained. 


———_p>—___- 
The man who is going to build a $5,000,000 oil refinery 
in Houston will please get his building permit as soon as 


possible, as we desire it included in the 1917 aggregate.— 
Houston Post. 


Oil such activities are coming our way this year. 
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BY HEADS 


Men are bern, but husbands are made.—Exchange. 
Sometimes they are spoiled in the making; not because 
of defective material but poor workmanship. 





What has become of the old fashioned champion checker 
player ?—Exchange. 
He is absorbed in discussing the high cost of living. 





Some men get an awful jolt when they fall in love, but 
a much harder one in falling out against their will. 





That so-called leak in Washington seems to have had 
the dimensions of a sally port.—Midway Driller. 
Bob Henry et al may succeed in patching the hole. 





“One smile of fortune is worth three of her laughs,” but 
even a street corner masher would not be pleased with the 
smile of her wayward daughter—misfortune. 





“When love flies out of the window the divorce lawyer 
begins to calculate his fee. Better keep the window shut.” 
—Memphis Commercial Appeal. 

When “love” is so flighty as that, it sometimes needs 
airing, which is usually more effectively done in the divorce 
court than by raising the window. 





Things might go better if Carranza could stop talking 
long enough to think a little—Exchange. 

Villa furnishes him plenty of food for thought, but it 
is hard to swallow. Perhaps that’s why he lacks thinking 
capacity. 





It is not so much dressing up as dressing down that 
some of our short-skirted girls need.—Memphis Commercial 
Appeal. 

Dressing both up and down, is necessary to properly 
cover requirements as well as the girl. 





A New York magistrate has ruled that a wife must help 
wash the dishes and take her husband to the movies occas- 
ionally. We suppose this judge will have no trouble in 
being re-elected so long as the men in Gotham do all the 
voting.—Houston Post. 

If he is not detained by household duties on election day. 

rs 


FOOLISHNESS 
We are ashamed to spring this tale, 
And yet we hate to duck it; 
A fellow gets a little pale 
Before he kicks the bucket. 
—Cincinnati Enquirer. 


This story, too, so gray with age, 
Your risibles may vex; 
A man gets nothing when at last 
He passes in his checks: 
—Memphis Commercial-Appeal. 


We might get fined for pulling this, 
But still we’d like to note 
How sheepish even wise guys are 
When someone gets their goat! 
—Spokane Spokesman-Review. 


And so it goes. Josephus Jarr, 
But just the other day, 
He tried to pass a motor car, 
He only passed away. 
—Topeka State Journal. 


Now grin and giggle if you will— 
You know it is no joke— 

A man may eat frog legs, until 
At last—he’s sure to croak. 
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Sinclair Refinery at Houston 


Much interest has been aroused by a report that the 
Sinclair-Gulf Oil Company is to build a refinery at Houston. 
It goes without saying that it will be a big institution when 
completed and ought to be a money-maker from the start. 

New processes of refining are being tried out which 
show a large per cent of gasoline from low grade crude, 
notably, the Landis process, at the new refinery of the 
Duluth Company, at Sapulpa, and doubtless the Sinclair- 
Gulf will employ one of these new processes in its big 
plant. 

Mr. Isom, general manager of the Sinclair-Cudahy Re- 
fining Company, has taken a great deal of interest in new 
processes and especially the one mentioned above. The 
main thing is, that producers at Healdton.may soon realize 
as much money on their oil as Cushing operators. 

It is expected that the Sinclair-Gulf will make announce- 
ment of all details within the week. ° 





Sinclair Party Back in New York 


The Sinclair special arrived in New York January 21st, 
running as a second section of a fast train on the Pennsyl- 
vania, and all report having a grand time. After leaving 
Tulsa, the Cushing, Healdton, Garber and Butler County, 
Kansas, fields were inspected and the financiers saw much 
of interest to use later on in sizing up business propositions 
from the west. 





Should Follow Example of Texas 


The fact that Texas oil producers are making a strong 
effort to get a law passed making all pipe lines common 
carriers in fact and prescribing penalties for violations of 
the law and giving the State Railroad Commission juris- 
diction over rates, should be an example to Oklahoma 
oil producers, who need the common carrier law even more 
than it is needed in Texas. 

If certificates were issued even as they are issued in 
Pennsylvania for oil in the line, it would be a good thing. 

There are a large number of independent refiners who 
would be assured of a supply of oil. Following is the list 
and is nearly correct. It does not include Kansas and 
Texas companies operating on Oklahoma crude. Many of 
them are short of crude which could be easily remedied if 
the laws of Oklahoma were changed. 


List of Refineries in Oklahoma 


Barrels 
Ardmore Refining Company, Ardmore............ 6,000 
Crystal White Refining Company, Allen............ 200 
Continental Refining Company, Bristow ........... 1,000 
Consolidated Oil Refining Company, Cleveland..... 600 
Boynton Refining Company, Boynton.............. 1,000 
Cosden and Company, Bigheart .................. 500 
Cudahy Refining Co. (formerly Chanute) Cushing.. 5,000 
Consumers Refining Company (Shaffer) Cushing.. 8,000 


a 


9 

Barrels 

Casdentand Company, Cushing... .......6<<6ce<e0 2,500 
Cushing Refining Company (Doherty) Cushing.... 4,000 
Hillman Refining Company, Cushing ............. 750 
International Refining Company, Cushing.......... 5,000 
Iitinois Ot -Conipany, Cushing «<2... cece cccccceiws 1,500 
Peerless Refining Company, Cushing .............. 3,500 


Roxana Petroleum Co. (now building) Cushing..... 10,000 


Bean Refining Company (now building) Cushing.... 500 
Capitol Refining Company, Oklahoma City......... 500 
Oklahoma Refining Company, Oklahoma City....... 1,600 
*Muskogee Refining Co. (now increasing) Muskogee 3,000 
** Anrerican Refining Co. (increasing) Okmulgee.... 2,000 
Indiahoma Refining Company, Okmulgee ......... 3,000 
Lake Park Refining Company, Okmulgee .......... 700 
Tiger Refining Company, Okmulgee ............... 800 
Sapulpa Refining Company, Sapulpa .............. 4,000 
Duluth Refining Company, Sapula ................. 1,000 
North American Refining Comany, Pemeta........ 2,000 
Ponca Refining Company, Ponca City............. 2,500 
Ponca Lub. Oil Refining Company, Ponca City...... Bee 
The Sinclair-Cudahy Refg. Co., Muskogee ......... 500 
*Phoenix Refining Co. (enlarging) Sand Springs.... 3,000 
Waters Pierce Oil Company, Sand Springs......... 7,000 
tConstantin Refining Co. (enlarging) West Tulsa .. 10,000 
Pan American Refining Company, West Tulsa..... 3,000 
Cosden & Company (enlarging) West Tulsa ...... 40,000 
‘Trezas, Company, West: Tulsa. ccc cc ccascccees 15,000 
Midco Petroleum Co. (distillate) West Tulsa...... 2,500 
§O-K Refining Co. (U. S. Oil) West Tulsa ......... 700 
Vinita Refining Co. (Sinclair-Cudahy) Vinita...... 10,000 
Southern Oil Corporation, Yale: .........ccssccces 5,000 
Sum Or (Company, Vale ac os ccieeccdidisicreucdicweic wc 1,000 
Webster Oil and Gasoline Company, Yale......... 1,000 
Carter Oil Company, Vales « «..< cies cceccsicnsiasicnsen 20,000 
Star Retinine (Company. Yale... . ...cccccsccccc snes 500 
McKircher Refining Company, Jennings........... 2,500 
Eccnomy Refining Company, Blackwell ........... 2,000 
Crescent Refining Company (now building) Newkirk rae 
The Onita Refining Company, Onita (Misener)..... 1,000 
The Katy Refining Company, Yale .............. 600 
Home Refining Company, Yale ................... 800 
Yale Refining. Company;. Yale. ..... 6s .ccecseceacees 1,000 
Superior Refining Company, Yale ................. 500 


*Will increase to 4,000 barrels. 
**Increasing to 2,500 barrels. 
+Enlarging to 3000 barrels. 
tEnlarging to 10,000 barrels. 
§Owned at Niotaze, Kansas. 


The matter of pipe lines being made common carriers 
was an issue in Oklahoma several years ago and some of 
the leaders in political affairs, notably J. J. Maroney and 
A. E. Watts, strongly urged the passage of a law to that 
effect and did in fact succeed in making gas lines amen- 
able to a law which provided that they must take gas rata- 
bly from each and every well. This law has been in the 
courts ever since and now the matter of pipe lines with 
reference to the common carrier idea should be made to 
show cause. 





Pipe Line Information 


The Roxana Pipe Line from the Healdton field to Cush- 
ing is now completed about a third of the distance or 60 
miies from the starting point. The route is a difficult one, 
on account. of timber. but it should be completed in a 





Specializes in Oil and Land Law 


Maurice Hirsch, Lawyer 











Oil Field Work a Specialty HOUSTON 
ildi Street and Road Building, Canal and Railroad Work 
Scanlan Building, Houston, Texas Fem Luseied in Game Gone Humble and Crosby TEXAS 


304 Beatty 
Building 


Teaming Contractor 


JOE. D. HUGHES 


Phones: 
Office, Pres. 650 
Res., Had. 3052 














10 GULF COAST OIL NEWS» 


couple of months at least. The company is taking right- 
of-way between Cushing and St. Louis. 

The Doherty pipe line from the Wichita Natural produc- 
tion in Butler County, Kansas, toward Ponca City, is well 
under way with about a mile completed. 

The Prairie Oil and Gas Company line from Humboldt, 
Kansas, to Wood River is being rushed as fast as possible 
and work is going on in five or six different sections, but 
there is more or less delay on account of pipe and it is 
impossible to find out just how soon it will be completed. 

The Sinclair line which has been building between But- 
ler County, Kansas, and the Chanute refinery, which is 
owned by them, is about ready for oil. This, with the line 
mentioned above now building by the Dohertys, will make 
four lines into the Butler County field. The Prairie has 
two in operation from that field to the Neodasha refinery. 

Most important is the announcement that the Magnolia 
will build a line from the north end of the McMan pipe 
line, recently taken over by them, to the Butler County 
field, and this will give the Butler County producers five 
pipe lines, all of which should be in operation by the mid- 
dle of spring. 

It means there will be competition that competes and 
all interested in the prosperity of the oil game will have 
good reason to rejoice. 





Production Declining 

There is nothing new to report in the way of new wells 
as dullness has characterized drilling operations during the 
last week. The Midco well at Billings, which is expected 
to either prove up a nice pool or the contrary, is due Mon- 
day and has not as yet been reported. 

In the meantime production is steadily declining with the 
exception of Cushing which increased a little last week on 
account of several good wells brought in by Cosden Oil and 
Gas Company. 





Governor Addresses Tulsa City Club 

‘Governor Williams never met a more friendly audience 
in his life than listened to his noonday address before 
Tulsa’s City Club Saturday. 

The governor reviewed the financial situation, stating 
that in 1914 the State paid over $52,000 in interest on State 
warrants and in 1915 the interest amounted to $7,000, while 
in 1916 will be on a cash basis. 

According to the governor, there ought to be as much as 
$500,000 in the treasury at the end of the present fiscal 
year, that is, if the legislature will let it go that way and 
“IT am going to use my best endeavor to see that expenses 
are kept to the minimum,” he said. 

The governor made a hit by declaring that he did not 
antagonize the man with money who had made it honestly. 
Neither was he going to be classed as the friend of the 
rich against the poorer classes. 

“I recommended in my message to the legislature that the 
income tax be readjusted so as to not give the man with 
money made from the resources of this State an excuse 
for moving to Kansas City or New York, and besides a fair 
income tax would yield more money,” remarked Mr. Wil- 
liams. As to the gross production tax on oil the governor 
stated he would veto any law that either raised or lowered 
said tax, making plain the necessity for money to build 
up the State institutions especially now when it costs so 
much to build. ; 

He pleased the audience by saying, “I have seen so many 
in public life who always had a publicity agent along and I 
got the idea that this resulted in making the people happy 
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on paper. It has been my ambition after it is over and | 
have gone back to private life that the people realize that 
I have done something for the State.” 





Oklahoma’s Richest Oil Man a Texan 
Parents Were Poor 

Robert M. McFarlin, organizer of the McMan Oil Com- 
pany, which recently sold its holdings to the Magnolia 
Petroleum Company of Dallas and Beaumont, director in 
the Exchange National Bank of Tulsa, owner of hotels and 
properties in other parts of Oklahoma and the Southwest, 
was born on a farm in Ellis County, Texas, near Waxa- 
hachie, fifty-six years ago. His parents were poor. After 
finishing the common school course, McFarlin engaged in 
the cattle business. He later went to the eastern part of 
Oklahoma, then Indian Territory, and engaged in the cat- 
tle business. 

Mr. McFarlin’s first venture in oil was unsuccessful. 
With other citizens of Holdenville he organized an oil com- 
pany ten years ago. All they have to shew for several 
thousand dollars invested is a hole in the ground. The 
others got discouraged, but McFarlin bought leases and 
graduallly accumulated some producing properties. Then 
he organized the McMan Oil Company. 

The history of the McMan Oil Company for the last four 
years has been the biggest chapter in the history of the 
development and production of the Mid-Continent field. 
It has been by far the largest independent corporation and 
its plants for more than two years have averaged a million 
dollars a month. Its acreage in Kansas and Oklahoma was 
the largest, its daily production was the largest. 

Mr. Farlin is the wealthiest oil man in Oklahoma. 
term “lucky” applied to Mr. McFarlin is a misnomer. 
success is due to sound judgment and hard work. 


The 
His 





Death of Malcolm W. Clark 

Malcolm W. Clark, geologist for the Gypsy Oil Company, 
was killed Friday, January 19th, when a northbound Frisco 
train from Okmulgee struck a Reo car driven by Mr. 
Clark on a grade crossing a few miles south of the town of 
Kiefer, Oklahoma, in the Glen pool district. The train 
was behind time and was going at the rate of about 40 
miles an hour when it struck the roadster and hurled Mr. 
Clark some distance, killing him almost instantly. 

About two years ago Mr. Clark was in the employ of the 
Gulf Oil Company in the Mexican field and while there 
was captured by Carranza soldiers and after being dragged 
about for several days it was decided that he should be 
shot. It happened that Mr. Clark had a faithful servant, 
a Mexican, such as is sometimes the case, and when Mr. 
Clark was backed up against the wall to be executed the 
servant stepped in front of his master and remarked, “If 
you shoot one, shoot two.” The statement so awed the 
executioners that they didn’t know what to do and knowing 
that the brave standby came from a tribe of people that 
were noted for their bravery and realizing that they were 
undoubtedly getting into trouble if they killed him, they 
decided to give both of the captives their freedom. Later, 
the Gulf Company rewarded the Indian handsomely for 
his bravery. 

Sometime later the two fast friends parted and Mr. Clark 
came to Oklahoma to take up duties in this State. 

Mr. Clark who was a man of fine personal appearance, 
came to the Mid-Continent field with a classmate, Paul 
Williams, also a geologist. Both were graduates of the 
University of Minnesota and were highly esteemed by the 
people of this community. 
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Interest is Centered in Wildcat Territory 


Near Douglas, in Butler County, just south of the Augusta 
pool, interest is centered in the new well of the Mid-Kan- 
sas on the Miner farm, in section 9-29-4, where the pay 
sand was struck at a depth of 1790 feet. This location is 
somewhat in advance of production, and therefore is being 
watched very closely. 

Greenwood and Cowley Counties are also attracting 
much attention by reason of the recent completion of the 
Kansas Distributing Company’s well on the Bittler farm, 
near Eureka, in section 2-26-10, which is pumping slightly 
in excess of 25 barrels a day. In Cowley County, the Em- 
pire Gas and Fuel Company, operating on the Peacock 
farm, in section 36-32-4, brought in a nice pumper from a 
depth of 1460 feet. It is good for about 75 barrels a day. 
This is its No. 2 well. Both of these tests are in wildcat 
territory, and the results thus far obtained would indicate 
that a new pool is possible, if not probable. 


El Dorado 

The Stokes No. 40, 33-25-5, is drilling at 2680 feet, with 
about 400 feet of oil in the hole. The top of the sand was 
encountered at a depth of 2556 feet. 

At the Stuart test, in section 35-25-5, the Rushville Drill- 
ing Company is below 2700 feet. They are also drilling a 
test at Potwin, on the Joseph farm, in section 36-24-3. 
This company has started several other tests in this 
vicinity. 

In section 13-29-5, the A-1 Fox test is pumping 45 barrels 
a day. ; 

The Porter No. 5, in 6-26-5, is shut down at about 900 
feet waiting for an underreamer. Nos. 7 and 8 in the same 
section are spudding in, and No. 6 is drilling at about 1600 
feet. 

The Mid-Kansas Oil Company’s test on the Miner farm, 
at the corner of the south line of the north half of the 
northeast quarter of 9-29-4, is flowing by heads about three 
times a day with a total production of 60 barrels. The top 
of the sand was found at a depth of 1788 feet, and the pay 
at 1790 feet. The first two feet of the pay were the best 
and it has been drilled 14 feet in all. There is a little 
water showing in the bottom of the hole. 

Kirkpatrick et al No. 39, in section 32-25-5, are drilling 
below 2500 feet. The top of the sand was found at 2445 
feet, with a light showing of oil. 

Nuttle et al, operating in section 15-25-5, are shut down 
waiting for an underreamer. The hole will be under- 
reamed from 2470 to 2528 feet. 

The British-American Company, on the Graham farm, in 
section 4-26-5, is drilling below 2600 feet. 

In the southwest quarter of the northwest quarter of 
section 34-29-16, on the S. K. Imes farm, S. H. Hale has a 
light well in his third test. 

Ernest Myers has leased four lots opposite the Gunn lots, 
in north El Dorado, upon which the Hickory Oil Company 
is drilling a well. He received a $200 cash bonus and will 





also receive $800 in oil and one-eighth royalty. After 
ninety days he will receive $1.00 per day. 
On the Kaufman farm, in section 3-26-5, the Peerless 
Petroleum Company is shut down in its test at 2725 feet. 
In section 34-29-16, in the southeast quarter of the north- 
west quarter, S. H. Hale has a failure in his third test on 
the J. S. Scudder farm. 


MIAMI COUNTY 
John A. Bell, Jr., has a thirty barrel well in his No. 9, 
on the C. Hooper farm, in the southwest quarter of section 
9-17-22. 
FRANKLIN COUNTY 


On the G. W. Merril farm, in the southeast quarter of 


section 32-17-21, Beyer & Lambert have a failure in their 
No. 2. 


Oil at Yates Center 


The Combination Oil and Gas Company, of Wichita, has 
brought in a 250-barrel well near Rose, eight miles south- 
east of this point, at a depth of 1000 feet. The oil is of 
extra good quality. The company is preparing to drill 
eight more wells in that field. Nearly all available land 
in Woodson County has been leased. 





New Well at Parsons 


From four to six new rigs will move into the district 
south of Parsons this week to make a thorough test of the 
territory in the vicinity of Wilsonton. R. W. Whitney, 
who brought in a 26-barrel well recently, has spudded in 
on another test on the Watt Handers farm. 





Arkansas City Expects Five Refineries 


In a year from now Arkansas City expects to be the 
center of five refineries. One of these, the Milliken mil- 
lion-dollar refinery, will employ 700 persons; 300 men are 
now at work putting up tanks for the company. The Mill- 
iken refinery will have twenty-six stills and 150 tanks, be- 
sides numerous factory, storage and office buildings. This 
refinery will have a daily capacity of 10,000 barrels of oil 
and will turn out 400 kinds of refined products. 


Oil Near Madison 


Oil has been struck in the Warner & Hout well No. 2, 
on the southwest corner of section 30-22-13. The land is 
owned by W. O. Waymire, cashier of the First National 
Bank of Madison. The well is located seven miles south- 
east of town. The sand was found at a depth of between 
1600 and 1700 feet and was drilled into to a depth of seven 
feet. The well filled at the rate of 10 barrels a day, and 
will now be given a shot. Six wells have been drilled in 
this field in the past year, and oil, or oil sand, was found 
in all of them. 

Much Destruction in European Oil Fields 


The petroleum industry in Europe has been seriously 
hurt by the war, the hardest hit being Roumania and 
Galicia. In the Galician fields 229 wells out of a total of 
319 were set on fire by the Russians, also 2,300,000 barrels 
in storage were burned. The wells were not a total loss. 
The Germans set to work a large force of men on the wells, 
and over one-half were in a measure restored and made to 
produce, which materially assisted the Austro-German 
armies. Many refineries were repaired and employed in 
making gasoline for the army. 








PHONE PRESTON 4392 


SOUTHERN RUBBER & BELTING Go. 


DISTRIBUTORS OF 


BFG Hydraulic Packing, Best Rotary Hose, Supreme Stitched Belting 


HOUSTON, TEXAS 
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Prices Reach Record Altitude 

Another advance of ten cents in the price of oil was 
pested last week by the Texas Company, followed Monday 
by the Gulf Refining Company and Tuesday by the Stand- 
ard Oil Company, bringing the present quotations up to 
$1.70 for Caddo light, $1.60 for De Soto and $1.30 for 
Crichton, no change being made in Caddo heavy, which 
remains at 95 cents. This is fifteen cents more than has 
ever been paid for light oil in this field, and adds materially 
to the interest in drilling operations. Thousands of acres 
of land are being leased in prospective oil territory by 
operators who are backed by heavy financial interests and 
whose purpose is immediate exploration for oil, and with- 
in the past few months, a number of territories have been 
opened up with good showings of oil and gas, which prom- 
ise to develop into important pools. 

Despite the fact that drilling operations have maintained 
a normal average recently, new production fails to offset 
the natural falling off of the old wells and the daily average 
production of the field continues to show a steady decrease. 
Production for the past week averaged 22,860 barrels 
daily, of which De Soto and Red River produced 9,450 bar- 
rels and Caddo and Northeastern Texas, 13,410 barrels. 

The Bethany district, in Panola County, Texas, 25 miles 
southwest of Shreveport, is attracting considerable atten- 
tion, two small wells being completed there last week with 
every indication of finally locating a good producing sand. 
The Gulf Production Company got a five or ten-barrel well 
on the Jernigan lease, and will drill deeper, and the 
Bethany Oil Company got a small oil well with a good sup- 
ply of gas, but will also drill deeper. 


Elm Grove Field Holds Interest 


Attention is again attracted to the Elm Grove and Lake 
Bisteneau districts, by the completion of a chalk rock well 
by the Hodges Oil Company, making about 75 barrels. 
This is the second oil well completed in this territory and 
one of the most remarkable gas fields in America has been 
developed in the Elm Grove district. The Hodges well is 
on the Marshall lease, in section 19-16-11, near Lake Bis- 
teneau. Several other important tests are being made in 
the neighborhood. 

Two small wells were completed in the Caddo field dur- 
ing the past week, both in the shallow sand territory, east 
of Vivian. Clark & Greer’s Jolly No. 2, made 25 barrels 
and the Manjoy Oil Company’s Land No. 3 made 20 barrels, 
both in section 22-22-15. 

Another territory from which great things are expected 
is the Black Lake district, south of Red River, in Natchi- 
toches and Winn Parishes. The Lake End Oil and Gas 
Company is making its fourth test on the Hearne & Merri- 
weather lease, using gas from a previous test for fuel and 
the Producers Oil Company has built a six-mile line from 
the Red River field to supply oil for fuel for drilling Griggs- 
by No. 1. The Pardee Oil Company is making an impor- 
tant test in Gee No. 1, section 30-11-2, and the A. J. Yoke Oil 
and Gas Company is down 1000 feet in Giddens No. 1, sec- 
tion 17-10-5, in a territory where surface indications and 
general formation indicate a probably oil sand in the 
vicinity. 

In the Caddo field, the principal drilling operations are in 
the territory surrounding Ferry Lake and the recent exten- 
sions of the field east, west and south of Mooringsport. 
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Two miles east of Mooringsport, the Gulf Refining Com- 
pany has completed a well on the J. H. Harris lease and is 
building standard rig to pump,. In the same locality, the 
Gulf is rigging up to drill Nunnaly No. 4. The Peerless 
Oil Company is down below 6-inch casing in Hammett No. 
2 and the Southern Oil Company has made a location for 
Hunsicker No. 1, in section 32-20-15. There are still a num- 
ber of rigs running south of Ferry Lake and west of Moor- 
ingsport and extensive development is expected in this 
territory by the Caddo Oil and Refining Company, recently 
organized for development and operating purposes. 

In the Lewis district, the Vala Oil Company has taken 
over the Louisiana Petroleum Company’s Tricksell No. 1, 
in section 18-21-15, and is arranging to drill deeper; the 
Elton Oil & Gas Company is drilling Herndon No. 1, for- 
merly owned by the Vivian Oil Company, at 1000 feet; the 
Producers Oil Company is drilling Huckaby No. 3, section 
7-21-15, at 300 feet and is rigging up to drill Brooks No. 1, 
in section 23-21-16, and the State Oil and Gas Company has 
three rigs running on the Rogers lease. 





Grand Bayou Fields Extending 

In the Grand Bayou district, in Red River and De Soto 
Parishes, the limits of the pool are being steadily extended, 
and already there is almost an unbroken line of production 
between the Naborton and Crichton pools. The Producers 
Oil Company keeps about six rigs running on the Hicks 
and Sample leases and a number of wells are being drilled 
on the Williams lease by both the Producers and the Gulf 
Refining Company. The Gulf is also making an interesting 
test on the Jenkins lease, two miles south of Gusher Bend 
production, in section 2-12-11, and T. B. Owens et al have 
nearly completed a well on the Nabors lease, in section 28- 
13-11. In the west end of the Naborton field, the Gulf Re- 
fining Company and the Producers Oil Company have a 
few rigs running and there has been a general resumption 
of activity in the old Crichton and Abington districts, in 
Red River Parish. The Gulf Refining Company has two 
wells drilling in the east end of the Crichton field and a 
location has been made by the Fair Oil Company on the 
Globe Lumber Company lease, in section 8-13-9, five miles 
east of present production. 

In the Elm Grove district, Bossier Parish, the Gulf Re- 
fining Company got a dry hole in a deep test made on the 
Caplis lease, in section 3-16-12, and the well was abandoned 
at 3000 feet. The Atlas Oil Company also abandoned 
Elston No. 4, in section 19-16-11, testing dry at 2850 feet. 
Wells are being drilled by the Gulf Refining Company on 
the Curtis and Hodges leases and by the Hodges Oil Com- 
pany on the Ward lease and new locations have been made 
by the Atlas Oil Company on the Franklkin Realty Com- 
pany lease, in section 29-16-11, and the Standard Oil Com- 
pany on the Raines lease, in section 28-16-11, most of the 
new development being in the neighborhood of Lake Bis- 
teneau. East of the Lake, in Bienville Parish, the Arkan- 
sas Natural Gas Company is making an ‘interesting test on 
the Shehee lease, in section 11-16-10, in which liner is be- 
ing set at 2640 feet. 

A test made by the Louisiana Gas and Fuel Company, 
on the Burkett lease in the Harts Island district, just south: 
of Shreveport, resulted in a dry hole at 2575 feet, and the 
Standard Oil Company’s second well on the Mattie Meyer 
lease tested dry at 2480 feet and will be abandoned. The 
Producers Oil Company has derrick up for a second test 
on the Deal lease, where a 15,000,000 foct gas well was com- 
pleted last week, and is also drilling on the Leonard lease. 
Other wells are being drilled by the Arkansas Natural Gas 
Company, the Gulf Refining Company, the Southwestern 
Gas and Electric Company and the Atlas Oil Company. 

In the Logansport district, in the west end of De Soto 
Parish, a small gas well was brought in on the Stephens 
lease, in section 12-11-16, by the Phoenix Oil Company, 
but drilling will probably be continued for oil. A number 


of other tests are being made in this territory which are 
being watched with keen interest. 
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Wildcatting to Become Extensive 


Producers are convinced that the only hope for increas- 
ing production lies in the discovery of new territory. The 
persistent working over of old holes and the most active 
drilling campaign in the old fields hardly more than off- 
sets the decline. This has been demonstrated repeatedly, 
new pools with very little acreage declining rapidly. Some 
of the wells have a high initial production, but they lack 
the staying qualities necessary to their becoming a factor 
in the general situation. With the coming of spring the 
untried areas will be subjected to a thorough testing— 
there will be more of that kind of work than at any time in 
the history of the Eastern fields. In Central Ohio, there 
were but few completions reported since the first of the 
year, among them a few good gas wells and several failures. 
In West Virginia, in the Clinton territory, operators have 
resumed active development work. In the Central West 
Tennessee is attracting much attention by reason of the 
new producer near Glen Mary which is reported doing bet- 
ter than 900 barrels. In Western Illinois, the completions 


were all small pumpers. Indiana shows up with four nice 
gas wells. 


West Virginia 
Harrison County 


On the Guy Forbes farm, in the Ten Mile district, the 
South Penn Oil Co. completed and shot its test in the 
Gordon sand. It is good for about 20 barrels. On the Albert 
Lenham farm, in the same district, the Sylvan Oil Co. 
completed and shot its second test in the fourth sand, and 
is making about 10 barrels a day. In the Wolf Summit 
district, the South Penn Oil Co.’s No. 28 is about due in the 
sand. 

Ritchie County 


The Chalmers Oil and Gas Co., operating in the Runnels 
Run pool, Grant district, drilled a second test on the M. B. 
McGinnis farm, into the Big Injun sand, and it is good for 
anywhere trom one to five barrels. In the same district, 
M. Keating completed a test on the Gordon Jamison farm, 


the location being about one mile east of production on. 


the Eddy farm, and it is a light gasser in the Keener sand. 


Marion County 
The Carter Oil Co. drilled its second test on the W. Z. 
Hays farm, in the Dents Run pool, Mannington district, 


going through the thirty foot sand and getting about two 
barrels. 


Gilbert County 


On Sinking Creek, Troy district, the Hope Natural Gas 
Co. is shut down in its test on the F. T. Bush farm. Light 
Sas was developed in the Big Injun sand and they are un- 
decided as to drilling it to the lower sands. 


Doddridge County 
On the Michael Shaughnessy farm, in the Greenbrier dis- 


trict, the Wayland Oil & Gas Co. drilled a test through all 
sands and found nothing. The hole was plugged and 
abandoned. In the same district the Hope Natural Gas 
Co. is building rigs for tests on the McClain heirs, G. W. 
Titus and Stalnaker farms. 





Central Ohio 


Wayne County 
The Logan Gas & Fuel Co. got a nice gas well in a test 
in the southwest corner of the J. Y. Dennis 21 acres, sec- 
tion 2, and another on the northwest corner of the E. M. 
Sullenberg 80 acres, in section 1. Murphy et al drilled a 
dry hole in a test in the southeast corner of the D. Martin 
8 acres, in section 11, all being in Congress Township. 


Richland County 


Along the east line of the Weaver 34 acres, section 13, 
the Ohio Fuel Supply Co. drilled in an exceptionally good 
gas well, in Washington Township. In Monroe Township, 
the Logan Gas & Fuel Co.’s second well on the H. & J. 
Trumpower 80 acres, section 24, is a light gas well. 


Lorain County 


The Ohio Fuel Supply Co. has made a location on the 
Mary Killipp 35 acres, lot 32, Grafton Township, along the 
west line of the farm, and another along the P. Diemling 
35 acres, lot 30. 





Tennessee 
Scott County 


On the Todd farm, near Glen Mary, in the southwest 
portion of the county and 20 miles south of the Kentucky 
line, and possibly 15 miles southwest of the Oneida field, 
W. L. & C. E. Russell of Tulsa, Oklahoma, drilled in what 
is without question, the best well reported from this State 
in years, and is prebably a starter for more work in this 
part of the State, where oil certainly exists in commercial 
quantities, which only goes to prove that had the older 
wells been handled by practical oil men, the State would 
have been a producer of considerable magnitude by this 
time. But, like that in Kentucky, the work was carried on 
by inexperienced men, and in a haphazard manner. 





Kentucky 
Wolfe County 


Near the Stillwater and Campton fields, much new work 
is being done, and it is freely predicted by those who are 
competent to state, that the South will soon add another 
good pool to its list. The Cumberland Pipe Line Co. is lay- 
ing a four-inch pipe line from Campton to the Licking River 
Station, and has started the laying of a six-inch line from 
Campton to Lewis Station. This company has just com- 
pleted a fine office building at Campton and now has about 
forty employes in that district. 


Illinois 
McDonough County 
In Lamoine Township, the Ohio Oil Co.’s No. 6, on the 
W. H. Culp farm, section 14, is good for about 6 barrels. 
No. 5 on the W. & F. Ruggles farm, section 19, is a dry 


hole, while No. 4, on the same farm, is making about five 
barrels. 





For up-to-date information on all oil matters read the 
Gulf Coast Oil News. 





ALEXANDER DEUSSEN 


CONSULTING GEOLOGIST 
Reports, Appraisals, Management Texas and 
Louisiana Oil Properties 
504 Stewart Building 





Houston, Texas 





ROCK MAP COMPANY 


TEXAS OIL MAPS A SPECIALTY 
ALSO STATE AND COUNTY MAPS 


Phone Preston 6608 1112 Preston Avenue 
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Interest Centers in Oil and Gas 

Oil and natural gas securities occupied the center of 
attention during the past week, with sales of over 15,000 
shares. 

Ohio Fuel Supply was unusually active with nearly 7000 
shares sold low at 44% and high at 47 with considerable 
investment buying noticeable. Rumors of a new deal ad- 
vantageous to the company and a possible stock distribu- 
tion of its gasoline interest and increased dividend rate 
were current on the street. 

’ GChio Fuel Oil, with trades of nearly 4000 shares, sold 
low at 18% and high at 19, with the largest trading on 
Thursday. 

Manufacturers Light & Heat gained nearly 3 points to 
67 on trades of nearly 2000 shares. On comparison it is 
selling below the other gases while its prospects for in- 
creased dividend rate or extra are excellent. 

Pittsburgh Oil & Gas sold from 11% to 11% on trades of 
400 shares. Union Natural Gas sold at 182, a loss of 2 
points. 

Osage & Oklahoma sold high at 122 and low at 119. We 
hear that it looks favorable to secure the increased rates 
asked for. 

Oklahoma Natural Gas sold at 95 and Lone Star Natural 
Gas sold in odd lots at 92, a loss of 2 po:nts from previous 
sales. At this price it looks cheap, netting better than 6% 
with chances for extras. 

Caney River Natural Gas sold an odd lot at 46%. Pure 
Oil sold low at 21% and high at 22. We hear that it will 
show 90 to 95% earned on the common and should soon de- 
clare another extra. 

Riverside Eastern Oil presented a good annual state- 
ment and it is expected dividend announcement of first 
' dividend on the common will soon be made; $2.50 is bid 
for the common and $3.50 would be paid for the preferred. 
All treasury stock has been withdrawn. 

Hydro Carbon shows nearly $100,000 net for the year, 
under adverse conditions. Incident to starting new plants 
and inability to secure containers for shipping, will do bet- 
ter this year. 

Tropical Oil was traded in lightly from 12% to 11%. 
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Branded on your Hydraulic Packing, Sheet Gasket, Rotary Hose, Spiral Packing, etc., 
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Standard Oils 

Recent upward movement in this list seems to have cul- 
minated with the exception of a few stocks and prices 
generally show slightly lower. 

South Penn Oil will show between 35 and 40% net for the 
year. 

Standard Oil of California will pay a stock dividend of 
33% and the regular quarterly of 2%4%. 

The Imperial Oil Co. of Canada, a subsidiary of the Stand- 
ard Oil of New Jersey, is reported to have taken over the 
control of the Midwest Refining Co., of Wyoming, the larg- 
est plant of its kind in the Northwest, controlling produc- 
tion, pipe lines, and refineries and a number of long time 
advantageous contracts for crudes. The entrance of this 
interest into Wyoming, places that State on the oil map as 
a fixture and as a hope for future light oil production. 

Standard Oil of New Jersey declaration of only the regu- 
lar dividend was rather a disappointment and the stock 
dropped below 700. There has been persistent rumors that 
it might divide its Standard Oil of Louisiana among its 
stockholders, but we hardly expect this before the latter 
company increases its capital stock, as its holdings are 
worth three to four times its present capital. 

Sinclair Oil & Refining has a special train load of 
Eastern capitalists, bankers and brokers inspecting its 
properties this week and there should be something doing 
when they return East and disseminate their information. 
The stock sold low at 60% and high at 62. 

Cosden Oil & Gas sold ex-rights at 145g and high rights 
on at 151%. This company has nearly 50 wells drilling at 
present time and will increase its present production. 

Cosden & Co. sold low at 17% and high at 173%. Rumor 
of consolidation are still strong. 

Osage-Hominy Oil sold low at 8% and high at 94. They 
should have some new wells completed during the next 
two weeks. 

Oklahoma Producing & Refining touched 12 and back to 
13144. Rumor has it that outside interests have absorbed 
a large block of this stock from ten to thirteen, including 
part of the new increase, sold by the syndicate as a hedge. 
Steps are being taken to increase their refining capacity 
and something in the way of extra dividend is expected 
towards the close of their fiscal year. 

Merritt Oil became active, starting the week low at 12% 
and sold up to 171%. Good reports have been received 
from those visiting the property recently and insiders think 
it will sell higher. 

Tell your friends to get the Gulf Coast Oil News and keep 
posted. 
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Our reputation is back of everything we sell bearing our brand. Our mechanical 
department is equipped to give you the very best service possible. 


Up-to-the-Minute Machinery and Experienced Mechanics in All Depart- 
ments Enable Us to Give You Satisfaction, if Not to 
Attempt the Impossible 


Humble Iron Works 
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Unusual Activity in Brea Field 


With nine large companies and a half dozen smaller 
operators in the Brea-Fullerton-Whittier field, all actively 
engaged with larger working forces tnan ever before, 
operations here for the year just beginning give evidence 
of breaking all records. 

On the Hulda lease, the Amalgamated No. 8, brought in 
last week, is reported to be holding up well, with an out- 
put of 600 barrels. No. 23 was put on the beam recently 
but the production was not as satisfactory as expected, and 
larger tubing is being put in. The Head Drilling Com- 
pany’s record well now stands at 2940 feet, that is No. 26. 
On the Anaheim Union Water Company’s lease the Amalga- 
mated has No. 30 drilling at 3102 feet. The Amalgamated 
is building a rig for a new well on the Anaheim to be 
known as No. 41. 

The Birch, in its Birch Hill deepest well No. 10, is down 
4250 feet with indications for a good well. The Birch No. 
11 is down 1650 feet, No. 13 is 2410 feet. No. 5 well is still 
producing at the rate of 210 barrels a day. For uniformity 
of production and quality of oil produced No. 5 is without 
a doubt the greatest oil well the State of California ever 
produced. The well has been producing for almost six 
years and has made its people barrels of money. The well 
for a number of years made 2000 barrels daily of light 
gravity oil, practically clean and free from any emulsion 
or water. Besides being a great oil producer the well has 
given its owners a handsome revenue from the gas pro- 
duced. The gas has been used by the Pacific Gasoline Com- 
pany whose plant is making upwards of 2,000 gallons a day 
of the finest gasoline produced in the Fullerton field. 

The Brea Canyon has put No. 22 on the beam. The well 
while not a big producer is making a fair production. Con- 
siderable difficulty was encountered in getting the-well to 
produce on account of sanding. No. 29 is drilling at 2000 
feet. The Brea Canyon commenced the drilling of a new 
well early in the week, No. 30. 

The Columbia continues to stick persistently to the work 
on its No. 7 in Brea Canyon, with redrilling going on at 
about 1500 feet. In the Olinda field, the Columbia is drill-. 
ing on Nos. 26, 27 and 28 with standard tools with No. 29 
rigged for rotary and work will be started as soon as one 
of the other wells is finished. 

The Fullerton reports work progressing satisfactorily 
on its No. 10 at 3458 feet and No. 12 at 3950 feet, with both 
looking good. 

The Standard reports three wells finished during the 
week. On the Emery lease No. 27 was put on the beam 
and the production registered 900 barrels. The Standard 
has three wells standing cemented on the property, Nos. 
28, 29 and 30. These wells will be finished in the near 
future, putting the Emery lease production up into big 
figures. 

On the Murphy lease the Standard completed No. 19 and 
the well is making 700 barrels. Murphy No. 25 continues 
to hold its initial production wonderfully well. The well 
is producing 8000 barrels of 32 gravity oil, and clean. The 
addition of this great well brings the Murphy production 
up to 17,000 barrels. 

On the Whittier lease the week’s report states that No. 
36 is now completed and is doing 100 barrels of 18% grav- 
ity oil. Nos. 41 and 44 are drilling. 

The Standard has finished No. 11 on the Fidelity lease, 
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but as the well showed much water additional work will be 
done. It is thought that the water can be shut off and the 
well be made to produce. 

At Coyote No. 32, the Standard is meeting with a meas- 
ure of success after a long pull of hard luck. Redrilling 
is now progressing at 3300 feet. 

On Dominguez No. 1 drilling is going good at 2200 feet. 
This well is being watched with interest as the finding of 
oil near the water front will mean a great deal to the 
future development of the Southern California oil fields. 

Drilling by the Standard on the Baldwin Hills lease is 
also going along very nicely. A depth of 2220 feet has been 
reached. The work on this lease is no less important as 
the finding of oil in the Baldwin hills locality will extend 
the western boundary of the field many miles. 

The General Petroleum has widened the scope of its 
activity in the field by the purchasing of the refinery of 
the Ritchfield Oil Company at Olinda. They will continue 
the operation of the plant on a larger scale, and will put on 
the market a high grade gasoline and other refinery prod- 
ucts of quality. The General Petroleum has 37 producing 
wells in the Fullerton-Brea field, giving the company ample 
crude oil for refining. 

The West Coast has No. 54 cemented at 1865 feet. 
80 is drilling at 2050 feet. 

The Santa Fe started the new year with five strings run- 
ning and a new rig going up. No. 41 is drilling at 2595 
feet. No. 74 is in the shale at 2029 feet. No. 75 is drilling 
at 2353 and going good. No. 76, famous for the long streak 
of the hardest conglomerate ever encountered in the field, 
is out of that formation and in shale at 1095 feet. 
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Weekly Report of California State Mining Bureau 
Department of Petroleum and Gas 


The reports of oil field work made to the State Mining 
Bureau for the week ending January 13, 1917, show twenty- 
three new wells started, thirteen to be inspected for test 
of water shutoff; fourteen deepening or redrilling; and 
two to be abandoned. 


The detailed list of work is as follows: 


Begin Drilling New Wells: 


a ° 
COMPANY § #8. 2 FIELD 
. £8 & 
ae « 8 
Shell Co. of Cal...... 26 19 15 14 Coalinga 
K. T. & O. Co. ...... 19 32 24 31 Midway 
xT. 40. Co....... © 88 24 S23 Otway 
Fairbanks Oil Co. ... 22 32 23 11 Midway 
Cal. Star Oil Co...... 24 26 20 6 Lost Hills 
Associated Oil Co.... 26 31 23 44 Midway 


Chans.-C’fd M’y 
Chans.-C’fd M’y 
Chans.-C’fd M’y 
Chans.-C’fd M’y 
Chans.-C’fd M’y 
Chans.-C’fd M’y 
Chans.-C’fd M’y 
Chans.-C’fd M’y 
Chans.-C’fd M’y 
Chans.-C’fd M’y 


Co. 1 32 22 22 Midway 
Co. 1 32 22 23 Midway 
Co. 31 31 23 22 Midway 
Co. 31 31 23 23 Midway 
Co. 34 31 23 24 Midway 
Co. 36 31 22 18 Midway 
Co. 36 31 22 22 Midway 
Co. 36 31 22 24 Midway 
Co. 36 31 22 25 Midway 
Co. 36 31 22 28 Midway 
Chans.-C’fd M’y Co. 36 31 22 30 Midway 
Chans.-C’fd M’y O. Co. 36 31 22 35 Midway 
B. B. & E. R. Dudley. 31 31 13 5 Arroyo Grande 
Pinal Dome Oil Co. (Todos Santos) E-3 Casmalia 


S99099999999009 


Melton, Arthur ...... ee Pee. ee 1 Salt Lake 
Standard Oil Co...... 26 2 11 #47 #4=~Whittier 
Union Oil Co......... 19 4 12 1 Dominguez 
Test of Water Shutoff: 

Associated Oil Co..... 2 31 22 1 Midway 
Doheny Pac. Pet. Co. 11 31 22 2 Midway 
Williams, H. S. ..... 26 29 21 19 McKittrick 
Ge ie 2 OS ¢ ar 35 31 23 24 Midway 

a a ee OS 6 ee 3 32 23 11 Midway 


Chans.-C’fd M’y O. Co. 6 38 23 60 Midway 
Alaska Pioneer Oil Co. 32 31 23 8 Midway 


Standard Oil Co...... 34 27 20 1 N. Belridge 
Associated Oil Co..... 13 26 20 36 Lost Hills 
Clampitt Oil Co...... 4 29 28 17 Kern River 
Shell Co. of Cal. ..... ae eae 1 Ventura 
Winneper Oil Co.....- .. .s  os 3 Piru 
Standard Oil Co...... 7 3 15 21 Newhall 
Deepen or Redrilling Present 
Wells: 
Lowell Oil Co........ 1 11 24 1 Sunset 
Cal. Counties O. Co... 4 32 23 1 Midway 
Belridge Oil Co...... 35 27 20 1 N. Belridge 
Homestead Dev. Co... 12 20 14 C-4 Coalinga 
American Pet. Co.... 30 20 15 19 Coalinga 
Shell Co. of Cal...... 14 19 15 16 Coalinga 
Shell Co. of Cal..... 26 19 15 21 Coalinga 
Shell Co. of Cal...... 26 19 15 19 Coalinga 
Shell Co. of Cal...... 34 19 15 8 Coalinga 
Coalinga M’wk Oil Co. 12 20 15 5 Coalinga 
Bankline Oil Co...... 6 il 23 1 Sunset 
Associated Oil Co.... 13 26 20 35 Lost Hills 
Associated Oil Co.... 30 28 28 11-AKern River 
Associated Oil Co.... 30 28 28 16 Kern River 


Abandon Present Wells: 
Chans.-C’fd M’y O. Co. 6 32 23 45 Midway 
Nettle & Kel. O. Co. 7 3 15 2 Newhall 


A bull pool is reported to be taking profits in Mexican 
Petroleum around present prices and toward the 105 level, 
where considerable stock offers. 


January 27, 1917 


California’s Oil vs. Gold 

The development of the oil industry in California during 
the last 20 years has been extraordinary. As a source of 
new wealth to the State and nation, California’s oil produc- 
tion has rivaled California’s gold. But the importance of 
petroleum and its products is by no means measured by 
their money value. Their highest value is in their poten- 
tial uses. As a factor in the development of the industries 
and civilization of the Pacific Coast, South America, Aus- 
trailia and the Orient, no other products take precedence 
over petroleum. And oil is particularly important to the 
commerce of the coast. Thus while California is a natural 
gateway for commerce of the Orient, in its oil shipments 
to China and Austrailia California figures not only as a 
transportation base, but as a main source of supply. Petro- 
leum case goods exports from San Francisco have grown 
from 50,000 cases for the first six months of 1913 to 850,000 
cases for the first six months of 1916. This astonish- 
ing fact is partly accounted for by the closing of European 
tonnage for bulk shipments. But a real meaning of the in- 
crease is the awakening of the Orient to the uses of oil and 
its products. Cheap fuel distillates, gasoline and lubri- 
cants from California are a powerful influence in the open- 
ing of the industries of China and other over-sea countries. 
Alaska illustrates how these products stimulate the de- 
velopment of new countries. In 1915 Alaska’s exports were 
$60,000,000. Forty per cent of these were the products of 
fishing industries. Of the remainder about 50 per cent 
was gold and copper. In all of them California’s oil played 
its necessary part. Fuel oil is used in the operation of 
mines and canneries, kerosene for lighting, heating and 
cooking; engine distillate and gasoline for small craft and 
shore engines. As an aid to distribution the Standard Oil 
Company (California) maintains in Alaska a central base 
of supply and numerous smaller distributing stations. 

Commerce has long been recognized by statesmen and 
economists as the greatest of all civilizing agents. As 
a harbinger of civilizing influences, oil yields to no other 
product. No phase of our foreign trade has a greater 
future than that which deals with petroleum and its prod- 
ucts. The consumption of crude and refined oil in itself 
implies constructive development. Therefore, with an in- 
crease in supply will come the increased demand. As the 
Orient becomes more ‘and more educated in the uses of 
petroleum, its value as an import, and therefore as an ex- 
port, will grow in proportion. 

The future of the oil industry is as bright as it is im- 
portant. It will not only tend to cement our commercial 
relations with our Oriental neighbors but will be a con- 
stantly increasing source of wealth for our State and the 
whole Pacific Coast. It is an industry constructive in its 
every phase, practically limitless in its commercial pos- 
sibilities —Standard Oil (Cal.) Bulletin. 


fe 
A small cyclone struck Markham last Monday, wrecking 
thirty-four derricks, a boiler station and a _ residence. 
Kighteen of the derricks were the property of the Produc- 
ers Oil Company. No one was injured. 
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S. S. Mexicano Salvages the Tug Buccaneer 
and Tow 

The tanker Mexicano, of the Pierce Oil Corporation, 
went to the rescue of the tug Buccaneer, of the Freeport 
Mex. Fuel Transportation Company, on last Thursday and 
prought it and its tow, the barge Britannia, into Tampico 
just ahead of the norther. 

Captain Pray, of the Mexicano, coming from Galveston, 
was about fifty miles from Tampico when he received 
distress signals from the Buccaneer. It seems that the 
latter had struck bottom, or either on a shoal in the river 
or crossing the bar. She was making considerable water 
in her engine room, and was in considerable danger. Two 
passengers were on board, but one of them was luckily so 
ill that he was not able to realize the danger until it was 
all over. 

The Maxicano soon got a line on the Britannia, and soon 
towed her in, while the Buccaneer was able to proceed to 
port under her own steam. 

The matter is to be settled in the salvage court, and 
Capt. Pray will undoubtedly receive a handsome, though 
belated, Christmas present. 

Fortine and Durham brought in another good size well 
last week. This time the New England Fuel Oil Com- 
pany, which is a subsidiary to the Magnolia Oit Company, 
was the lucky one. The well was brought in at 2122 feet, 
and was located on the Caballero tract. It is making 
about twelve hundred barrels of the regular Panuco gravity 
oil. 

The chief importance of this is that this well is located 
about six miles outside of the regular Panuco field, and 
has thus opened up a new district. Business of lease men 
running rings. 

Sam Patrick, field superintendent of the Texas Company, 
returned from his vacation on the S. S. Mexicano. While 
Mr. Patrick was in the States Mr. Howard Hughes, who 
now controls the company manufacturing the Hughes bit, 
showed his appreciation of the way in which Mr. Patrick 
has advertised the bit during the last few years. Besides 
entertaining Mr. Patrick to the full extent allowed by the 
law, he presented him with the best watch to be purchased 
in Houston. 

Mr. J. L. Smith, auditor of the Texas Company, also re- 
turned on the Mexicano. He has spent his vacation in and 
around Houston, and reports that everything is lovely, 
and that the goose is altitudinous. 

The Mexicano also brought Mr. W. H. Coward, one of 
the drillers of the Texas Company, who also labored un- 


der a delusion that Texas was a place in which to spend 
a vacation. 





Ward Liner Arrives 


The S. S. Monterey, of the Ward Line, arrived Monday 
from New York, by way of Havana, Progresso and Vera 
Cruz. She brought ninety-four passengers and one hun- 
dred and ninety tons of freight. She sailed Tuesday for 
New York, returning by the same route. All tickets out- 


going were sold some time before her departure, and sev- 
eral people attempted to purchase passage on board. Part 
of her cargo of two hundred tons, which she took from 
Tampico, was a large shipment of grape fruit which 
George McDonald shipped to Canada. The rest of the 
cargo was mostly dry hides going to the States. 

William J. Levis, who dislocated his hip about two 
months ago, while working for the Freeport Mex., has just 
left the American Hospital. He has improved rapidly, 
and while he still has to walk with the aid of a cane, is 
well on the way to a complete recovery. 

Don Carlos Matinzo, senior partner of Isusi and Com- 
pany, agents for the Ward Line, returned on the Monterey 
from New York with his family. The Matinzo family have 
been in New York for the last two months on their annual 
sojourn in the States. 

Major S. M. Bowman, of the Scottish Mexican Oil Com- 
pany, the Tal Vez Oil Company and allied interests, left 
on the Monterey for New York on important business. 

We understand that about ninety per cent of the large 
number of trunks, which were unloaded from the Monterey, 
are the property of Mr. Paul Vize, of the Pierce Oil Cor- 
poration. We are therefore expecting a sartorial demon- 
stration shortly which will cause the natives here to put 
glue in the back of their eyes in order to keep them from 
popping out completely. 

Work has begun at the corner of Rivera and Aurora 
Streets on the new three story building for the National 
Supply Company of Mexico. Piles are being driven and the 
foundations are being laid. C. E. Lee is the contractor for 
the building, and Ben Stevens is driving the piling. 

John F. Penrose, vice president of the National Oil Com- 
pany, left for the States on business last Monday. Mr. 
Penrose expects to be gone for several months. 


Yacht Wild Duck Arrives 


The yacht Wild Duck, of the Mexican Gulf Oil Company, 
arrived Sunday with the following passengers: H. C. 
Hanszen, E. W. Hammond, T. J. Lee and wife, H. L:. Bor- 
don, M. L. Vincent, J. T. Penel and wife,-and Captain 
Gaughf. 

George L. Stewart came down from Panuco the first of 
the week on business and will return today. 

Frank Hurd was in town a few days the first of the week 
and returned to Panuco Thursday. 

James Barbour, of Ponce, was in town a day or two this 
week. 

A new tanker made her first voyage to Tampico this 
week. The S. S. Freeport Sulphur came in Monday and 
was loaded at the East Coast wharf. This is the first 
cargo of 23,000 barrels of crude oil for the Freeport Sul- 
*phur Company. This ship is expected to make a trip 
every six days and will run on this contract for three years. 
It is also reported that the Freeport Sulphur Company will 
put in a line of oil carrying barges in the near future. 

E. W. Hammond and John Beckwith, left for Panuco the 
first of the week on an inspection trip of the Mexican Gulf 
properties; they will return today. 

Barney G. McHenry and Digby A. Willson have just ar- 
rived from Washington to take up their duties at the Ameri- 
can Consulate. Mr. Martin F. Moose will leave for .the 
United States on a vacation in a few days. 

We have in this port two armed tankers, the San Urbano 
and the San Antonio. Both carry aft one four poirt two 
gun for protection against submarines. 

James Martin, of the firm of Martin Brothers, contrac- 
tors of Panuco, left Thursday for Gonzalez to get his Keo 
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truck to use on the construction cf the East Coast pipe 
line in the Topila field. 

J. H. Cunningham, of the Tampico Drilling Company, re- 
turned from a trip to the Panuco fields Wednesday. 

John Kee and J. H. Parker returned Wednesday from a 
three-weeks’ trip through the Southern fields. 

Rodolfo Stolberg came in the first of the week from the 
City of Mexico on business and will return Monday. 

The contract for the laying of the 8-inch pipe line from 
Tamboyoche to Torres, for the East Coast Oil Company, 
was let to Martin Brothers of Panuco. This is the second 
pipe line contract that the Martin Brothers has had from 
the East Coast Oil Company in the last few years. 

It is understood that ‘Mr. E. W. Hammond, superinten- 
tendent for the Mexican Gulf Oil Company in Mexico, has 
tendered his resignation to the company to take effect in 
the near future. It is very likely that Mr. Hammond will 
leave about the 15th of March. 

Homer Craig, fieid superintendent for the Aguila Com- 
pany, came up from the lower country Thursday and wili 
spend a few days in town. This is Mr. Craig’s first visit 
in some three months. 

Tom Ward, known all over as Don Tomas, returned 
Wednesday from Scotland on the tanker San Urbano. Mr. 
Ward has had a few months’ vacation in Scotland aud re- 
turns to work in the mechanical department for the 
Aguila Oil Company. 

Martin F. Head, vice president and general manager of 
the Panuco Topila Petroleum No. 1, Las Piedras, Panuco, 
has crew and material on the ground and is fitting up to 
drill deeper. Work on this well was suspended some 
months ago at 2177 feet and making at least 300 barrels of 
oil. Drilling will begin Saturday and on the completion of 
this well the rig and machinery will be moved to the Cia. 
Mexicano Petrolaro El Fenix, S. A. No. 1, Robles, which 
has 10-inch cemented in lime at 1348 feet, and this well 
to be drilled in. 

M. H. Warren, of the Pierce Oil Corporation, returned 
Wednesday from the company’s field at Topila and re- 
ports everything moving along nicely. 

The Tug Adler arrived Thursday to tow the barge 
Britannia to Port Arthur, in place of the Buccaneer, as she 
went to dry dock for repairs. 





From the Fields 
Esperanza, San Mateo, drilling in shale at 1100 feet. 
Tampiquent, drilling in shale at 3150 feet. 


San Jose de las Rusias No. 2, drilling in sand stone at 
3260 feet. . 


San Jose de las Rusias No. 4, rigging up. 
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Prompt Shipments From Stock 


ON ALL SIZES OF 


January 27, 1917 


San Jose de las Rusias No. 3, drilling in shale at 3025 
feet. 

Universal No. 1, Carascal, drilling by pipe at 2550 feet. 

Universal No. 2, Islete, setting casing at.2215 feet. 

Hispana Cubano, drilling in lime at 2155 feet, making 
400 barrels of oil. 

Cia. Cambustible No. 9, Topila, 1800 feet in shale and 
shell. Shut down; boiler trouble. 

DeSoria No. 1, Panuco, 2315 feet in lime; fishing for 
some junk. Making 75 barrels of oil. 

Cantabros, Topila, drilling in hard lime at 2385 feet. 

Lopez No. 1, Panuco, drilling in lime at 1421 feet. 

Esterillos, drilling in gumbo at 1307 feet. 

Mexico y Espana, 8-inch cemented at 1735 feet. 

Orillas de Panuco, Canoa, drilling in hard lime at 2829 
feet. Oil showing. 

La Pet. Poblano, S. A., 8-inch cemented at 2040 feet. 

La Corona No. 9, Topila, changing to standard rig. 

La Corona No. 12, Topila, drilling in hard rock at 720 
feet. 

Freeport and Mex. Fuel, Zurita No. 4, in hard lime at 1840 
feet. 

Argentina, 2100 feet, changing to standard tools. 

Panuco Mahuaves, 2360 feet; good oil showing. Expect 
to complete this coming week. 

Sun Oil Co., Panuco, drilling in lime at 2380 feet; making 
700 barrels. 

English Oil Co., shut down at 2400 feet. 

Puebla y Panuco, lot 12, Santa Ana, in blue shale at 
1018 feet; shut down—boiler trouble. 

Puebla y Panuco, lot 3, Santa Ana, rigging up. 

Metropolitan, lot 9, Tepetate, 10-inch cemented at 1781 
feet. 

Tampasco No. 2, drilling in blue shale at 1313 feet. 

Tampasco Oil Co., Barragon lease, location. 

Margens de Panuco, Aguacote, rigging up. 

Sabino Gordo, Mex. Gulf, derrick up. 

Mexican Gulf, Chanampi, rig and material on the road. 

Zalete Mar, Tepetate, pulling casing for new location. 

La Nacional, Miradores, contract completed and shut 
down at 2500 feet. 


———e—_—_—_ 

The total oil production in the Kansas fields during 1916 
was approximately 7,500,000 barrels, according to an esti- 
mate made last Saturday by W. W. Swingie, secretary of 
the Kansas Academy of Science, which is now completing 
a survey of the oil and gas territory of the State. Fig- 
ures gathered show that the oil production in Butler 
County amounted to slightly over 6,500,000 barrels, stated 
Mr. Swingle. This is 2,490,671 barrels more than the total 
output of the State in 1915. 
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How Petromortis Results From Inhaling 
Deadly Gasoline Fumes 


“In the industrial world, workmen are frequently over- 
come by this gas. This condition occurs most frequently 
at blast furnaces, gas works, coke ovens, lime kilns, auto- 
mobile garages and in fact wherever workmen are exposed 
direct to the products of combustion. 

“A fortunate condition in the industries is that other 
workmen are usually in the neighborhood when a man is 
overcome and the victim is immediately removed to fresh 
air. A workman overcome while alone in an unfrequented 
place or a closed garage, is in very great danger; in fact 
the result is almost always fatal. 

“In garages where fatalities of this kind have occurred in 
recent months, the building has usually been a small one 
intended to accommodate only one car and with no means 
for ventilation excepting through the doorway. 

“A closed door has practically been the cause of every 
death in these cases. The victim has closed the door to 
protect himself from the cold weather. 

“In ‘warming up’ an automobile engine the usual amount 
of carbon monoxide generated may be increased by im- 
perfect combustion of the gaseous vapor, but even without 
such increase, in a small unventilated space, the fatal ratio 
of one part of carbon monoxide to ninety-nine parts of air 
can very quickly be reached. 

“The only method of preventing serious results when this 
gas is present, is to dilute it very freely with fresh air. 
Persons having in their charge automobiles, or gas or 
gasoline engines used for other purposes, should bear this 
fact in mind. They should prohibit employes from operat- 
ing any engine in a small enclosure unless such enclosure 
is very freely ventilated.” 

The organization of “Safety First” clubs in oil circles, 
in line with the movement that has made marked progress 
with the railroads, opens a field for extensive investigation 
and activity for the protection of life and property. Con- 
spicuous among the destructive elements of petroleum, is 
gasoline, which in this time of the extensive and rapidly 
increasing use of gasoline motors, has claimed a heavy toll 
of lives. Yet, there is but little known about “petromortis,” 
which is one of the fatal results of gasoline. In this con- 
nection, the following excerpts from a bulletin from the 
Pennsylvania Department of Labor and Industry may be 
of interest: 

“Petromortis”—a word frequently used in the newspapers 
to designate deaths caused by inhaling fumes from gas 
engines’ exhaust, is commonly believed to be a new disease 
following the widespread use of the automobile. The word 
“Petromortis,” coined from a combination of petrol or 
petroleum and mortis the Latin word for death, will, per- 
haps from its construction, perform a service in bringing 
to the attention of garage workers and automobile owners 
that, in a poorly ventilated garage, gas engine fumes are al- 
ways dangerous and sometimes deadly. Within the last 
few months several deaths have been caused by continued 
inhaling of gas engine fumes. 

“*Petromortis’ is simply carbon monoxide poisoning. 
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The wide publicity given this supposedly new disease has 
evoked the following editorial comment in the Journal of 
the American Medical Association of January 1, 1916: 

“The gas engine and the gasoline motor have brought 
with them the unanticipated possibility of inducing intoxi- 
cation from carbon monoxide. Whenever the explosion of 
the combustible mixture is incomplete or of moderated in- 
tensity, this gas may be formed in not inconsiderable 
amounts. Outdoors this is of little consequence, but in- 
doors carbon monoxide as well as other combustion gases 
of the omnipresent motor may produce dangerous contami- 
nation of the atmosphere. This should now be widely 
recognized in the interest of hygiene. 

“Carbon monoxide is one of the most dangerous as well 
as one of the most common gaseous poisons. Its dangers 
confront one, not only in the industrial world, but also in 
domestic life. As so-called ‘coal gas’ it causes deaths in 
the homes, and in fact is found as a menace wherever there 
is incomplete combustion of ordinary fuel. 

“Carbon monoxide does not suffocate. It enters the 
body as a poison, is taken up by the blood through the 
lungs and causes structural changes which cause death. 

“It is a poisonous gas that cannot be detected by senses 
of taste, sight or smell. Although it is frequently accom- 
panied by other gases, principally sulphur compounds 
which have a distinct odor, the deadly carbon monoxide is 
in itself odorless colorless and tasteless. 

“One per cent. of carbon monoxide in an atmosphere is 
almost certain to cause death. As little as one-tenth of 
one per cent of carbon monoxide in the air produces 
symptoms of illness in persons breathing such atmosphere. 

“When this gas is breathed in small amounts it causes 
among other symptoms headache, dizziness, vomiting, pal- 
pitation of the heart and injurious changes in the blood.” 


of 
Empire Oil Company Prospecting Near 
Abilene 


Abilene.—The Empire Oil and Gas Company, of Bartles- 
ville, Oklahoma, has three parties of geologists in this 
section examining the oil prospects. One crew is working 
up the Colorado River from Santa Anna, another is east 
of here in the Baird section, while the third is in the vicin- 


ity of Albany. eT an 
Senator Sheppard Arranges for Survey 


Senator Morris Sheppard has arranged for the United 
States Geological Survey to make a mineral survey of a 
large section of Southwest Texas on the Rio Grande bor- 
der. The new survey will take in the territory from Sam 
Fordyce, in Hidalgo County, to Eagle Pass, in Maverick 
County, and will cover a territory in which there are ex- 
cellent prospects for oil, gas and coal. 


ef 
Cost of Shooting Wells is Higher 
The price of nitro-glycerine is now $2.40 a quart, a raise 
of 40 cents. The rise is due to the increased cost of the 
ingredients which go to make up this high explosive. It is 
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Oil Man Tells of Roumanian Experiences 

William A. Paup, a brother of George R. Paup, of Titus- 
ville, Pennsylvania, at whose home he has been visiting, 
was one of the party of Americans who arrived in this 
country 2 few weeks since from Roumania, in which 
country he had spent nearly ten years in the employ of 
the Roumanian-Americano Oil Company, a Standard sub- 
sidiary, says the Petroleum Gazette. 

They had experienced no particular trouble on account 
of the war, but as many of them wanted to return home 
the company rightly guessed that if their departure were 
delayed till spring they might have more trouble in getting 
through. Ten days before they left Ploesti a large body 
of Roumanian troops, retreating from Austria before the 
Germans, through a pass in the Transylvanian Alps, estab- 
lished a camp in the oil field. The attitude of the mili- 
tary authorities was friendly, and the chief camp house 
was turned over to the officers for headquarters. 

The American party, consisting of 21 adults and 9 chil- 


dren, left Ploesti November 27th and went by way of Yassa 


and Odessa to Petrograd or St. Petersburg. At Odessa 
the American consul assisted them materially in getting 
the party through and keeping it together. Between 
Odessa and Petrograd their train was frequently side- 
tracked while train after train loaded with troops went by. 
At Petrograd the consulate service was not so direct and 
efficient as at Odessa, but after a wait of 11 days the neces- 
sary passports were obtained and the party got away on 
the Norwegian ship Frederick VIII. They were not al- 
lowed to leave Russia with a scrap of writing of any kind 
about them. All their papers were turned over to the 
authorities. to be attended to by the censor and forwarded 
by mail. Nothing has been heard from them since, though 
they are expected to arrive later. The party reached New 
York November 27th, without having encountered any 
trouble on the way from enemy warships, mines or sub- 
marines, and they were very glad to be back again in the 
best land of all. 

Mr. Paup says that the situation in Roumania, as to 
output and conditions, was fairly covered in the article on 
the subject in The Petroleum Gazette last month, though 
it is his impression that the Roumanians would do much 
damage to the oil fields and works, if the opportunity 
offered, before their capture by the Germans. They were 
understood to be preparing to do this, but did not seem to 
regard the danger of capture as imminent: Though the 
Americans did not know it at the time, and did not learn 
of it until they reached Odessa, it was on the day of their 
departure from Ploesti that the Germans captured Rou- 
mania’s chief oil port, Constanza. What deliberate de- 
struction of oil and oil property proceeded its capture, and 
followed it in the oil fields, is not yet definitely known in 
the outside world. Neither has it been learned by the 


a 


3 





graph us and we will 








PUTO UICC 


Ec NAAN 


INA TNT TMT 


RED REX DRILL HOSE 


AND ALAMO HYDRAULIC PACKING 


Alamo Valves and All Other High Grade Rubber Goods. Standard Rib Belts and 
Bull Ropes and Standard Rig Equipments. A Full Line of Oil Field Supplies. Any 
kind of Oil Field Repair Work and Fishing Tools Will Receive Prompt Attention. 


cme: ! Williams Iron Works 


gladly give estimates ae F. WILLIAMS, Proprietor 





January 27, 1917 


friends who preceded them home, how the members of 
the American colony have fared who remained in Roy. 
mania, perhaps 50 in all. 

The Roumanian wells, Mr. Paup says, range from 300 to 
3000 feet in depth and in settled production from 5 to 
10 cars, a car holding about 70 barrels. Occasional gush- 
ers exceed many times that output. All three methods of 
drilling are used—rope, pole and rotary. Heaving sands 
are the great handicap in drilling, and it is not uncommon 
to take a couple of years to complete a well. In some wells 
it is necessary to use as many as 10 strings of pipe, rang- 
ing from 25-inch down to 6-inch. In all deep or wildcat 
wells the start is made with 25-inch pipe, which is carried 
down as far as it will go without “freezing,” or sticking, in 
the heaving sands. Then a 22-inch pipe is started and 
carried down until it “freezes,” and so on with each suc- 
ceeding string, each two inches smaller than the preceding 
one. All the wells that do not flow are bailed. They pro- 
duce twice as much sand as oil, and some of the rough 
regions where the oil is found would hardly be recognized 
in a few years on account of the extent to which the hol- 
lows and gulleys have been filled by the accumulating sand 
from the wells. 

Those in authority are “the whole thing” in Roumania. 
The common people have nothing to say, and, possibly 
because they have been exploited so long by the landed 
and official interests, they do not seem to have much am- 
bition, and as workers many of them are indifferent and 
lazy. Whether they will carry any more on their shoulders 
after the war than before is an open question. 
fe —- -- 

California Independents and Standard Run 
Neck and Neck in Production 

Bakersfield.—The feature of the statistics inssued by the 
Independent Oil Producers Agency and by the Standard 
Oil Company for the month of December and for the year 
1916 is the very slight margin between their respective 
sets of figures. Daily production during December is fig- 
ured by the Independent Agency at 256,031, and by the 
Standard at 255,983, a difference not enough to quarrel 
about and as slight as could well exist between two sets of 
figures gathered by different men. For the year 1916 the 
daily average production as figured by the Independent 
Agency and by the Standard differs less than 1000 barrels, 
which difference for practical reasons is of no importance. 
The closeness of the two sets of figures to each other points 
to probable greater accuracy. The State Mining Bureau 
has given out an estimate apparently based upon data of 
the Agency and of the Standard. On the other hand, the 
United States Geological Survey has estimated the output 
at about 3,000,000 barrels less for the year, a discrepancy 
hard to see a reason for. 








Je —--— 
The magnolia Petroleum Company is putting in a casing- 
head gasoline plant at Healdton to cost about $50,000. 
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Outlook for Oil Industry When Worldwide 
Peace is Restored 


Taking the past year’s operations and present conditions 
as a basis and in view of the peace overtures being made 
by Germany at this time, Jo P. Cappeau Sons, of Pittsburgh, 
give an interesting forecast of the financial outlook for the 
new year, or with the coming of worldwide restoration of 
peace, dealing in a special way with the oil and gas in- 
dustry, as follows: 

Today everybody is trying to approximate the date of an 
armistice in Europe, which would enable twenty million 
men representing the best physical manhood to rest on 
their arms, and other millions to resume normal occupa- 
tions. During the greater part of the month just ended 
the stock and commodity markets of the United States 
have been trying to anticipate this event, which will be 
the precursor of actual peace. Fluctuations in grain and 
cotton were as violent as those in stocks, although at one 
time the shrinkage in the more prominent industrial 
shares ranged from 5 to 75 points. Even in U. S. Steel 
common the depreciation in market value, comparing the 
November high with the December low, amounted to near- 
ly $150,000,000—a sum sufficient to pay dividends for 
three years at the regular rates on the combined common 
and preferred stocks. This depreciation occured at a 
time when the Steel Corporation had on its books a larger 
tonnage of signed contracts at higher average prices than 
ever before in its history. 


This fact demonstrates that the decline of the month was 
not based upon existing conditions, or even upon prospects 
for 1917, but was a blind effort to anticipate what may be 
conditions, say, in 1918, by which time it is sincerely 
hoped the world will be at peace. To some extent this was 
true of the decline in more mercurial stocks with less 
efficient management and relatively smaller earning pow- 
er than the Steel Corporation. It should be said, however, 
that there was little pell-mell liquidation, even in the most 
highly speculative stocks. Equally severe declines have 


taken place in the past which were based upon less momen- 
tous conjecture. 


Prospects of the Near Future 


While this house does not carry stocks or commodities 
on margin, and is not a dealer for its own account, it 
recognizes that speculation may be perfectly legitimate, 
and that it exercises a proper function in financial affairs. 
For this reason we have been interested in fluctuations in 
what are classed as speculative markets because of their 
influence upon investment sentiment, and because they 
do in some degree reflect the judgment of financial, in- 
dustrial and commercial circles regarding the future. 


In our opinion the first quarter of the new year will 
witness many bewildering fluctuations in the markets, 
with probably a downward trend in the so-called “war 
stocks” which have experienced the greatest rise; with a 
tendency to shift operations into the rails when they are 
weak (we do not look for any great rise in this department, 
however, despite the fact that railroad properties are in a 
sounder financial position than for many years), and with 
the better class of oil, gas and copper stocks displaying a 
stronger resistance to selling pressure than any of the 
others. If this prognosis proves approximately correct, the 
effect will be to let the general stock market down gradu- 
ally without severe shock to the general financial situation, 
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and without exercising any violent restraint upon indus- 
trial undertakings. 

We are not among those who fear a crash in the business 
structure as a result of an early cessation of the world war. 
We are in full accord with the opinion of our foremost 
financial economists that the problems of peace will be 
serious, and we appreciate the fact that, ultimately, the 


United States, having been immune from the adverse con- 


sequences of war, and of all the neutrals having been the 
greatest beneficiary, will necessarily be more sensitive to 
readjustments involved in returning to a peace basis; but 
we found our belief that the change will be a gradual and 
orderly affair upon the fact, first, that inflation has been 
confined largely to one section of the stock market (in- 
dustrial section) and to grain and cotton; second, that the 
banking situation is exceptionally strong, and lastly and 
most important of all, to the fact that in responsible 
quarters there has been increasing preparation to meet 
probable and possible change in the general business situa- 
tion. For example, as much care has been taken to safe- 
guard contracts for 1917-18 delivery as was taken early in 
1915 before we had recovered from the first shock of war. 
One reason for the stock market decline was disappoint- 
ment because dividends, liberal as they were, did not come 
up to expectations based upon earnings. The difference 
has been held in reserve to tide over the unexpected event, 
or to provide for an event recently foreshadowed in chang- 
ing positions from offensive to defensive on the part of the 
contending forces in Europe. There is a homely saying 
that a “watched pot never boils,” and panics never arrive 
on dates fixed in advance. 

Therefore, we do not anticipate a crash in the markets, 
nor a sudden collapse in the business structure when peace 
negotiations actually begin. It took Germany nearly a 
quarter of a century to construct her military machine, ana 
it required two years for England to movilize a land force 
commensurate to the task imposed upon her. If peace 
should come in 1917, it will require at least two years for 
Europe to readjust herself to new industrial conditions, 
which will be very different from conditions existing prior 
to the summer of 1914. Within this period business in the 
United States will continue its preparations for whatever 
may be in store. The transition will be much slower than 
anything witnessed in the speculative markets in the 
month just ended, and it is certain to be free from any- 
thing resembling the tremendous shock produced in finan- 
cial circles in the early fall of 1914. 


Position of Oil and Gas Securities 


_In regard to oil and gas securities, in which we have 
specialized for years, and have had the counsel of an ac- 
knowledged expert throughout all our business experience, 
we continue to feel much confidence. They will, of course 
sympathize with general conditions, but in some respects 
they hold a position that is exceptionally strong. In the 
event of an early armistice followed by peace, many tank 
vessels will be released for use in our export trade. Some 
departments of this trade have been handicapped by lack 
of transportation, which recently has been tantamount to 
an embargo upon shipments. The kerosene business has 
been affected in two ways: first in the export field, because 
of inadequate vessels, and second in the domestic field, 
because the production of gasoline and other products was 
more profitable than kerosene. As a result there are no 
great surplus stocks of the latter primary markets, and for 
the reason stated foreign markets at points of distribution 
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and consumption must be virtually depleted of normal 
supplies. Hence the price of this particular product of the 
industry is more likely to hold its own (if it does not ac- 
tually advance) than to decline as a result of early peace. 
The future of the refining companies having facilities for 
producing kerosene is therefore practically assured, even 
in the advent of an early peace. If stable political condi- 
tions should be restored in Mexico at the same time that 
the European war ends, then the development of that 
wouderful oil field would progress at a rate unsurpassed 
in its history, to the benefit of American and other foreign 
capital invested therein. 

On the other hand, assuming a continuance of the war 
in Europe, and surveying the outlook from that angle, the 
extraordinary prosperity of the oil business of 1916 may be 
expected to continue during 1917. In the month just closed 
virtually all grades of petroleum were advanced, some of 
them to the highest prices ever quoted. This advance was 
strictly in response to conditions of supply and demand, 
and there are strong indications of a further rise. In a 
previous letter we referred to the wonderful growth of so- 
called “independent” oil refining interests. These have 
given the producer a more legitimate and stable competi- 
tion for his output than was ever furnished by the competi- 
tion of the public speculator on the Oil Exchanges of a 
score of years ago. It has also stimplated some of the 
former subsidiaries of the Standard Oil Company to broad- 
en the field of their activities. Taking the oil business as 
a whole, it appears more secure against the effect of ad- 
ventitious events than any other. 

Concerning the natural gas business, it is financially and 
commercially in a stronger position today than in many 
years—we doubt if it were ever stronger. The unprece- 
dented demand for fuel and the high price of coal and 
coke, taken in connection with the scarcity of labor in 
coal-mining, which promises to continue to curtail output, 
have tended to remove natural gas from the class of lux- 
uries, and even at the higher price it is acknowledged 
as the most economic fuel. In addition, development of 
the use of the gas engine has spurred natural gas pro- 
ducers to the conservation of by-products regarded as 
waste, but which invention has been converted into one of 
the most valuable products of the industry. As much pro- 
gress has been made and as much intelligence is displayed 
in the production and distribution of natural gas as in the 
production and marketing of steel, copper and other 
minerals, and capital has come to appreciate that in honest 
and experienced hands its investment in natural gas is 
as safe and profitable as in any other legitimate field. 


fe - —- 
Patents Recently Granted 


The following recently granted patents are reported 
expressly for Gulf Coast Oil News, by Joseph M. Nesbit, 
Patent Attorney, Park Building, Pittsburgh, Pa., from 
whom printed copies may be procured for 15 cents each: 

Drill, Robert U. Harris, Whittier, and George Molidor, 
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Fellows, Cal., assignors to Rotary Disc Bit Company, Fel. 
lows, Cal., 1,203,112. 

Process of reducing crude petroleum, Chauncey For. 
ward, Urbana, Ohio, 1,202,823. 

Screw Point for well tubings, John Wallace, Houston, 
Texas, 1,202,928. 

Pump, Elmer A. Watts, Springfield, Ohio, 1,202,932. 

Process and device for separation of oils, Sidney Cornell, 
Pawling, N. Y., 1,202,969. 

Sand Pump for wells, Leroy L. Richard, Coalinga, Cal,, 
1,203,784. 

Rotary Boring Drill, Howard R. Hughes, Houston, Texas, 
assignor to Hughes Tool Company, Houston, Tex., 1,204,022. 

Oil Well Valve, Robert H. Thorne, Williamsport, Pa., 
1,204,087. 

Well Drilling Device, George R. Watson, Waterloo, Iowa, 
1,204,099. 

Sand Trap for oil wells, Clarence A. Wiley, Tulsa, Okla., 
1,204,105. 

Method of Dehydrating and refining oils, Ernest I. Dyer, 
Oakland, Cal., 1,207,381. 

Oil Well Equipment, John Hahn, Los Angeles, (Cal., 
1,207,689. 

Oil or Gas Saver, William G. Knapp, Alhambra, Cal., 
1,209,454. 

Fishing Tool for wells, Ward J. Sheldon, and Rolland J. 
Halstead, Electra, Texas, 1,208,846. 

Well Flowing Device, Edward J. Sinclair, New Kensing- 
ton, Pa., 1,209,505. 

Well Drilling Rig, Charles C. Averill, Trees, La., 1,208,891. 

Detachable Oil Well Casing Puller, Jesse H. Maxwell, 
Barboursville, W. Va., 1,209,006. 

Well Screen, Milon J. Trumble, Alhambra, Cal., assignor 
to McEvoy Wireless Well Strainer Co., Los Angeles, Cal., 
1,210,020. 

Well Drilling Apparatus, William A. McCausland, Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., 1,211,198. 

Well Drilling Machinery, William A. McCausland, Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., 1,211,199. 

Weli Drilling Tool, Hermann F. Schubert, Victoria, Tex.. 
1,210,704. 


—_——e—_—_—_ 
Columbia Company Pays Floating Debt 


A preliminary financial statement of the Columbia Gas 
and Electric Company for the year 1916, made public by 
Treasurer T. F. Wickham, shows a gain of more than three- 
quarters of a million dollars in the surplus during the 
year. The report shows that the company wiped out all 
of its floating debt, paying off all its outstanding notes. 
The notes payable outstanding December, 1915, amounted 
to $1,690,000. The surplus for December, 1916, amounted 
to $388,000, an increase over December, 1915, of $252,000, 
making the surplus for the year 1916 $1,157,000, an in- 
crease over the previous year of $776,000. The total net 
earnings for the year 1916 aggregated $5,265,700, as com- 
pared with $850,054 during the year 1915.—Cincinnatti 
Times Star. 
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Oil Industry Confronting New and Varied 
Conditions Demanding Attention 


In reviewing the oil situation, the Oil, Paint and Drug 
Reporter says: “At no time in the history of the petro- 
leum industry have conditions been such as they are today. 
With unparalleled exports of both crude and refined 
petroleum products—with the exception of illuminating oil 
—to all sections of the world with gradual reduction of out- 
put in the older fields, where the earth first gave up its 
fullness in response to the efforts of the driller and the 
producer, and with a demand for gasoline and motor fuel 
undreamed of in the early days of the industry, the ques- 
tion of complete utilization of the supply and the provision 
of still greater amounts is receiving the sober, serious con- 
sideration of experts and of government officials. 

“Standardization, conservation, exploration—these are 
the three great problems affecting the industry and all the 
allied industries dependent upon it. With predictions from 
experts, who have devoted years to a study of possibilities 
of utilization and to the search for more and more new 
fields of production as a warning against waste, the oil 
industry of today, gigantic as it is, wealthy as it is, have 
come to the crossroads. 

“Hit or miss methods have been eliminated to a great 
degree in the manufacture of products; more and more 
attention is being made to squeezing the last ounce of gaso- 
line and distillates from the crude oil; high salaried chem- 
ists are laboring earnestly and successfully to utilize the 
byproducts to their fullest extent, but still the ‘wildcatter’ 
and the producer in the field is governed, unfortunately, 
by the oldtime idea that it behooves him to get all the oil 
he can to the surface of the ground, no matter whether 
the result is a glutted market or whether he is getting the 
most out of his production. 

“The adoption of the process incident to the manufacture 
of casinghead gasoline, of improved ‘cracking’ methods to 
produce a larger output of motor fuel, have been success- 
ful in adding to the stream of liquid power from the re- 
fineries. Had it not been so the prices demanded and ob- 
tained would have been higher, inevitably. But has all 
needful been done? Is there not a demand for saner 
methods in the field, with an eye to the future demands? 

“Max W. Ball of the United States Bureau of Mines, in 
a plea for conservation of our petroleum resources, states 
unequivocally that criminal waste still rules in certain 
of the newer fields, waste that would be carefully turned 
into profit and production in the now dwindling sections 
of the old time producing districts. 

“‘T have seen within the past week,’ asserts Mr. Ball, 
‘millions of feet of natural gas wasted-into the air—gas so 
rich in gasoline that it dripped from the trees like an 
April shower. I have seen wells capable of yielding 40,000,- 
000 cubic feet of gas deliberately drowned out by pumping 
water into the gas sands. Reckless drilling, defective 
casing, careless plugging and flooding great areas with 
water and losing forever enormous quantities of oil. It has 
been testified before a commissioner in Oklahoma _ that 
ordinary methods leave from 26 to 85 per cent of the oil 
in the ground, an estimate concurred in by careful engi- 
neers and practical oil men. Think of it! Twenty-five to 
85 per cent of this valuable resource left in the ground 
chiefly through ignorant, careless, wasteful methods.’ 

“Think of it! With the navy and commercial shipping 
more and more dependent upon petroleum as a fuel; with 
the automobile, the poor man’s horse and the rich man’s 
toy; with the increasing demand for lubricants, for illumi- 
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nants, for petroleum products in our newer industries, and 
as an essential factor in the development of a national 
dyestuff industry. 

“Is it not time to end such haphazard, criminal waste? 
If the consumer would do away with careless drilling 
methods, excessive production charges and_ storage 
charges, if he would insure a supply of the maximum 
amount of oil at the minimum cost and at the same time 
prolong the life of the field upon which so many industries 
depend—if, we say, he would insure a reasonable price for 
petroleum and its products in the years to come should 
he not consider the conservation movement something 
more than a fad of the few or the latest manifestation of 
government paternalism?” 


+ 
New Russian Fields Said to be Large 

New Russian oil fields with an area of about 70,000 
square miles or about twice the size of the New England 
States, now emerge strangely from a mass of explorers’ 
data to suggest pretty strongly that current pessimism 
over the decreasing output of the oil fields of the Caucasus 
is not justified. This new field, according to Russia, the 
monthly organ of R. Martens & Co., is located in the Ural 
province, beginning at the Caspian Sea, taking a fanlike 
shape to the north as far as the town of Alexandrovsky 
Gai, running nearly due east to the town of Temir and 
from there in southerly and southwesterly directions, fol- 
lowing the Embra River to the Caspian sea again. 

Although an attempt was made by the government to 
encourage the commercial exploration of this country as 
far back as 1899, no serious development work had been 
done until a very short time ago. Russia, more now than 
ever, is feeling effects of the high prices of petroleum and 
its absolute necessity has led to the discovery of these 


fields. 
————- ff —_—__ 
For up-to-date information on all oil matters read the 
Gulf Coast Oil News. 
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California Stock Oil Diminished Last Year 


Los Angeles.—Figures prepared and made public by the 
Independent Oil Producers Agency at Los Angeles indicate 
that the California oil fields produced 91,976,019 barrels of 
petroleum during the year 1916. Shipments for the same 
period totaled 104,312,905 barrels. Stocks of petroleum 
were therefore reduced 12,336,886 barrels during 1916, a 
figure without precedent in the history of the California oil 
industry. Total stocks of oil at the wells and in the pipe 
lines on January 1, 1917, amounted to 43,640,294 barrels as 
compared to 55,977,180 barrels on the first of January, 1916. 

The total 1916 output of 91,976,019 barrels averaged 251,- 
989 barrels a day, against a total yield in 1915 of 89,725,776 
barrels, a daily average of 245,824, with 18,000 barrels daily 
estimated as shut in. The total production in 1914, a ban- 
ner year in the California petroleum industry, was 102,871,- 
907 barrels, a daily average of 280,341, with production 
shut in estimated at 18,000 barrels daily. In round num- 
bers Kern County produced approximately 56,000,000 bar- 
rels of the 1916 output, Fresno County 14,500,000 barrels, 
Santa Barbara County 4,350,000 barrels and the Southern 
California districts 17,150,000 barrels. 

The total shipments of 104,312,905 barrels, figures 285,789 
barrels daily. This record compares with total shipments 
in 1915 of 92,007,715 barrels, a daily average of 252,076. 
The total movement in 1914, a record year, amounted to 
94,470,989 barrels, a daily average of 258,825. In round 
numbers the 1916 shipments exceeded those of 1915 by 
over 12,000,000 barrels and surpassed the 1914 record by 
close to 10,000,000 barrels. 

During the year 1916 an average of 52 wells were com- 
pleted monthly compared to average monthly completions 
in 1915 of 28, and with 1914 of 37. An average of 238 wells 
were recorded as drilling on the end of each month during 
1916, against an average in 1915 of 153 and 1914 of 222. 
This record establishes the year 1916 as the busiest period 
in field development in the annals of the California in- 
dustry. The average number of wells producing on the 
end of each month during 1916 was 6542, against 6016 
during 1915 and 5867 during 1914. Wells were abandoned 
on an average of 18 monthly during 1916 compared to a 
monthly average during 1915 of 15, and 11 during 1914. 

Statistics compiled and made public by the Independent 
Oil Producers Agency for the month of December indicate 
production of the California fields at 7,936,972 barrels, a 
daily average of 256,031. Shipments during the same 
period amounted to 9,666,649 barrels, a daily average of 
311,827. This indicates that stocks were drawn on in 
December to the amount of 1,729,677 barrels, a daily aver- 
age of 55,796, establishing a new record in withdrawals of 
storage oil in a single month in the history of the Califor- 
nia business. 

December’s record indicates 57 wells completed during 
the month compared to 63 completions in November. The 
drilling record shows 286 strings running on the close of 
December against 284 on the end of November. Rigs up 
on the end of December totaled 66 against 62 on the close 
of November. 


———_ fe 


California Will Have New Pipe Line Laws 


Bakersfield, Calif—Legislation supplementing or amend- 
ing the present common carrier pipe line law will be asked 
of the legislature this month at Sacramento. Attorney 
James F. Farraher, who as a then partner of Francis J. 
Heney, worked for the enactment of such legislation when 
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the question was up before, has gone to the State capitol 
in the interests of this and other legislation in which 
he is interested. Timothy Spellacy and J. W. Jameson, 
who pushed the present law when it was enacted, are 
understood to be pushing the intended amendment. 

Just what line this proposed legislation is to proceed 
along is not positively known in detail. However, it is 
thought that, in part at least, it will aim to remove the 
features of the existing statutes upon which their enforce. 
ment has been held up in court on the ground that they 
are confiscatory, viz: for one, the 50 cent a barrel license 
fee for pipe lines not acting as common carriers. Repeal 
of this provision may be one of the things to be asked of 
the legislature. 

Prompt judicial action is also to be asked on the com- 
mon carrier pipe line litigation now pending in the United 
States Courts, and there hung up for years. Attorney 
Alfred L. Black, who has been interesting himself profes- 
sionally in the affairs of the agency of late, has also been 
employed to push pipe line litigation in court. Beyond the 
statement that he expects to file a brief in the case shortly, 
Mr. Black declines to tell his plans at this time. 

The litigation which has completely blocked the en- 
forcement of the pipe line law was brought by the Asso- 
ciated, Southern Pacific and others. The Standard of Cali- 
fornia accepted the law and filed a tentative schedule of 
rates. 

a 


Banquet for New Manager 


The Sapulpa Refining Company has installed a new gen- 
eral manager in the place of W. D. Richardson, who re- 
signed a short time ago to devote his time to his new re- 
finery at Okmulgee, and Saturday night the refining frater- 
nity gave a banquet for General Manager Hoagland, who 
assumes the management of the Sapulpa plant. 

Ben Ryan, of the Union Petroleum Company, presided as 
toastmaster and all present united in extending a warm 
welcome to the guest of honor, who made a fine impression 
by his unassuming and agreeable manner. 

Mr. Hoagland comes from a refinery at Eldred, Pennsyl- 
vania, and has had a successful career as a refiner and as 
a marketer as well. 

The occasion was notable on account of the prescence of 
several well known outside refiners and marketers. Among 
the speakers were: Tom Lydon, auditor of the Roxana; 
Charles Gustafson, of Anderson and Gustafson; T. S. 
Black, of the Western Petroleum Company; W. R. Stewart, 
well known broker; Guy Foreier, of the Milliken Com- 
pany, now building a refinery at Arkansas City, Kansas; 
John Riley, of the Riley-Pennsylvania Oil Company, prom- 
inent jobber of Burlington, Iowa; L. F. Moore, traffic mana- 
ger for several large refiners of Chicago; and the toast- 
master, Ben Ryan, who is always equal to the occasion and 
is never backward about boosting for the independent re- 
finer and the democratic party. 

~ fe 
Tank Builders Idle 


Because the price of oil is very attractive at this time 
to the average producer who is selling the oil as soon at 
it is produced, there is less tank building going on in the 
fields than for months past. When the price was down, 
many built tanks in which to store the production for high- 
er prices, but with few exceptions, very little is going into 
storage now. 
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BRAZORIA COUNTY 
Damon Mound 


The Producers Oil Company has just shipped in another 
rig for a test on the Munson lease, for which they paid a 
ponus of $500 an acre several months ago. 

It is understood that J. Fred Smith, of Dallas, has con- 
tracts for four wells in this territory. 

About six miles southeast of Damon Mound, on the Smith 
land, the South Dakota Texas Oil Company has drilled to 
a depth of about 1200 feet. They are to go to the 3000-foot 
level. 





GALVESTON COUNTY 
High Island 

Drilling is to start within ninety days, at this point, by 
the Gulf Coast Development Company of Houston. The 
Company owns in fee, 1000 acres. The officers of the 
company are: H. R. Elwood, president; J. E. Porter, vice. 
president; P. S. McFarland, of Galveston, secretary and 
treasurer. Mr. Porter was with the Southern Pacific in 
Houston for about 20 years. The offices of the company 
are in the Chronicle building. 


Seabrook 


Alkemeyer et al are drilling at about 1950 feet, in gumbo, 
in their test near this point. 





GONZALES COUNTY 
Moulton 


The Moulton Development Company (J. R. Matula et al) 
have a test on the J. T. Thompson farm, about eight miles 
west of Moulton and four miles south of Dilworth. The 
present depth of the hole is 1400 feet and is shut down 
waiting on casing. It is reported that there are nine strata 
of gas in the hole, the first starting within fifty feet of 
the top. No water was encountered below 145 feet. The 
formation is broken, practically all rock, and black gumbo. 
The driller went through 15 feet of sand at the bottom of 
the hole and stopped. 


——_—_. . 

Good Bye Andy 
Rosenberg, Texas, was the scene of a very pretty home 
weding last Thursday evening at 8:30 o’clock, when Mr. 
Andrew C. Sorelle and Miss Nita Lucile Ray were united 
in marriage at the home of the bride’s parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Taylor Ray. The new Mr. and Mrs. SoRelle left im- 
mediately for New Orleans for a short honeymoon, after 
which they will be at home at Damon Mound, Texas. Mr. 
SoRelle is lease man and scout for the Gulf Production 
Company, having been with that concern for more than 
four years, two of which he spent in Mexico. Mr. SoRelle 
is a good scout in more ways than one, and we extend 
our hearty congratulations and best wishes to the young 
couple, with the hope that their voyage on the sea of 

matrimony will be a long one and a merry one. 











AMERICAN REFINING COMPANY’S TANK FARM 


The above is a partial view of the immense tank farm of the 
American Refining Company, located at Englewood, about four 
miles north of Houston. There are fifty 55,000-barrel tanks, 
with a combined storage of 2,750,000 barrels of crude oil. This 
stock will be used by the new refinery of the company now in 
course of construction at Clinton, on the Houston ship channel. 


Sinclair Company Will Build Refinery Near 
Houston 

Mr. Harry F. Sinclair, president of the Sinclair Oil and 
Refining Corporation, recently announced that the Crystal 
Oil Company, a subsidiary of the first named corporation, 
has let contracts for the construction of an eight-inch pipe 
line from Healdton, Oklahoma, to Houston, and also for 
the construction of a tidewater refinery with a daily capac- 
ity of 20,000 barrels of crude. The exact location of the 
proposed refinery could not be ascertained, but rumor 
places it at some point on the Houston ship channel, or 
on some railroad between Houston and the Gulf. 

It has been intimated that a tentative arrangement has 
been made by the Sinclair Company with the Simms in- 
terests in Houston to contract their production in the Gulf 
Coast fields for 1917, assuring the new refinery a local 
supply. The Sinclair interests are among the largest in- 
dependent producers and refiners in the Mid-Continent 
fields. 

———+p-—___ 
Suit to Decide Ownership of Valuable 
Lease 


The injunction suit of the American Production Company 
against the Gulf Production Company and others, came up 
for a hearing before Judge J. D. Harvey in the Eighteenth 
District Court last Tuesday. Whether a temporary in- 
‘junction granted last week shall be made permanent is the 
question before the court. The ultimate object of the liti- 
gation will be to decide the ownership of the lease. Answer- 
ing the contention of the plaintiffs that they have unlaw- 
fully entered upon the land, the defendants filed allegations 
charging that the lease held by the American Production 
Company has been concelled by the owner of the land, 
John I. Gaillard, for failure to continue drilling a well 
which had been begun. The land in question covers four 
acres in the John Gaillard tract at Goose Creek, and the 
lease of which is valued at $100,000. 


Sherman, Texas.—Elmer T. Klum has filed recently 144 
leases, aggregating 30,000 acres in the eastern part of this 
county. 
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THOMAS JOSEPH DONOGHUE 


Thomas Joseph Donoghue, first vice president of the 
Texas Company, was born in Titusville, Pennsylvania, 
May 13, 1869. He attended the public schools in that city, 
where his boyhood was passed. 

In 1884, at the age of 15, Mr. Donoghue migrated to Brad- 
ford, Pennsylvania, where he entered the service of the 
Standard Oil Company interests as telegrapher, subse- 
quently becoming bookkeeper and chief clerk, which posi- 
tion he held until 1902, when he came South to Beaumont, 
Texas, and became affiliated with J. S. Cullinan and others 
in the organization of the Texas Company, his first official 
position being that of assistant treasurer. His present title 
dates from 1913. ‘ 


For up-to-date information on all oil matters read the 
Gulf Coast Oil News. 


Texas’ First Gas Well in Washington County 


Washington County, of which Brenham is the county 
seat, enjoys the distinction of having produced the first 
gas well located in Texas, which was the Cervanke wel] 
drilled by William Seidell, at Greenvine, in the south- 
western part of the county. Bulletin No. 5, issued in July, 
1900, by the University of Texas, referring to this wel] 
and other early operations in the State, says: 

“In August, 1879, William Seidell bored a well to the 
depth of 150-160 feet and found a strong flow of gas 
from the. sandstone. The well was 11 inches in diam- 
eter and eight inches in the clear, with a wooden curbing. 
Between 1879 and 1883 two or three wells were bored in 
the same vicinity, but they caved in so badly it was 
found impossible to do anything with them. Work was 
suspended until 1888, when three other wells were put 
down, one to a depth of 154 feet near the first well, anoth- 
er about 350 yards to the southeast, 134 ieet deep, and 
the third about one-half mile to the northwest, 114 feet 
deep. It was stated that the three new wells gave 1,500,- 
000 cubic feet of gas per day. This was perhaps the first 
successful attempt to secure gas in commercial quantities 
ever made in the State.” 

One significant suggestion is made in the same report 
sixteen years ago, which might, with advantage, be taken 
up now that we have found a use for natural gas, which 
was not the case in 1888 and prior thereto. 

The report says: “The gas area appears to extend to- 
ward the east and. to continue into Waller County, near 


Hempstead, and into the northern part of Harris County 
north of Houston.” 
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Gunn Brothers, contractors of Humble, have contracts 
for the following: Derrick for the Empire Oil & Gas 
Company at Goose Creek. Derrick for the Gulf Production 
Company at Hockley. Power house at Dayton for Hug- 
gins & Jones. Derrick at Goose Creek for D. R. Beatty, 
and a derrick for Japhet & Sutherland at Goose Creek. 

Mr. Smith, general manager for the Beaumont Well 
Works, states that the only time he ever sees “Bunny” 
Moore is when he comes around to collect his dividends. 

A. E. Hyde, geologist for the Roxana Oil Company, is 
in New Iberia, La., on business for his company. 

Mr. Black, of the Beaumont Iron Works, states he will 
shortly announce a patented product of much interest 
to oil field operators. 

John Patrick is in Beaumont trying to land a couple of 
rigs to be used at Batson. 

Thomas W. White, of the Sinclair Oil and Refining Cor- 
poration, is a guest at the Rice. 

Tom Sheldon, of Humble, an old field worker, was mar- 
ried on the 24th of the month—that’s all we know of the 
details. 

Mr. S. H. Clark, an old-timer in the oil game, was in 
Goose Creek Wednesday. He retired about two years ago, 
but he can’t keep off a derrick floor. 

Cc. D. Keen, from Shreveport, spent the week in Hous- 
ton and Goose Creek looking over leases. 

H. A. Melat, superintendent of production for the Gulf 
Production Company, with headquarters at Shreveport, 
spent Monday and Tuesday here. 

W. L. Todd, superintendent for the Atlas Oil Company 
of Shreveport, is spending several days in Houston and 
Goose Creek. Mr. Todd has made a location and is mak- 
ing preparation to start drilling at once on their property 
at Goose Creek. 

D. R. Petty, drilling foreman for C. T. Rucker at Goose 
Creek, who has been on the sick list for some time, is up 
and getting about again. 

——— he 
Derricks Topple, Earth Quakes and Bulges 
When Monster Gasser Chokes 


With the earth bulging and quaking, derricks toppling 
and gas coming from water wells and crawfish holes, fol- 
lowing the choking of a gasser near the E. F. Simms No. 7 
Minnie Gaillard, citizens and operators of Goose Creek 
were given a new thrill, even surpassing that experienced 
when the Rucker No. 1 Townsite gasser demolished the 
derrick and ran the people from the little village. 

Keeping up his reputation for bringing in monster 


gassers, C. T. Rucker tapped the gas pocket in his No. 3 
Gillett at 3:30 o’clock Friday morning at 800 feet and the 
well gassed at terrific rate until up into the day when it 
choked for a short time. Soon after the well choked, gas 
began issuing from the ground about the casing to Simms 
No. 7 Gaillard and later began coming from crawfish holes 
in the marsh lands nearby and an old water well in the 
vicinity had a gas “blowout,” which continued until into 
Thursday night. 


Earth Bulged Into a Mound 


The ground bulged at one place over an area of 40 feet 
in diameter, at another place, within a radius of 200 feet 
from the Simms well, the earth quaked occasionally, and 
at other places it was reported that the surface was sinking 
slightly. 

The big H. H. Myers gasser of the Humble-Gulf Com- 
pany, on the townsite tract, which was capped last Mon- 
day, after running wild for several days, was partially re- 
leased Thursday with a view to relieving the gas pressure 
that menaced the adjacent field following the choking of 
the Rucker No. 3. 
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Snow Insufficient for Water Supply 


The heavy snow storm, which fell throughout the North 
Texas area the fore part of last week, caused considerable 
excitement among the producers of this territory, only to 
prove a disappointment in the end. For, while the snow 
was the heaviest in years, it melted slowly and helped very 
little toward producing the much needed water. Conse- 
quently the cold weather and the scarcity of water have 
placed developing activities of this area practically at a 
standstill. 

The Magnolia Petroleum Company announced the only 
completion of the past week, when it drilled in Sumner 
No. 11, at 1894 feet, which has about 10 feet of sand, and is 
producing 40 barrels. After being active for the last eigh- 
teen months, the Waggoners’ Nos. 55 and 71, of the Pro- 
ducers Oil Company, have declined considerably in pro- 
duction, and are now being drilled deeper. Both wells 
have been producing at a depth of about 1850 feet, and the 
operators have hopes of finding a second pay. 

One new location has been made and twelve rigs are 
ready to begin operations, and although there are about 
fifty drilling wells in the field, most of them are tempo- 
rarily shut down on account of the weather conditions and 
lack of water. 


Burkburnett 


Drilling conditions seem to be more favorable here than 
in most fields, for, considering the weather, Burkburnett 
did well in announcing four completions during the week. 
And, while nothing exciting was reported, all are paying 
wells. The Magnolia Petroleum Company got two good 
wells when it drilled in Reilly No. 35 and F. Thom No. 7. 
The former was drilled in at 1645 feet with about 15 feet 
of pay, producing 35 barrels, while the Thom was drilled 
in at 1743 feet, with about 28 feet of pay, and is making 30 
barrels. The Harvey Oil Company drilled in its L. B. 
Ruyle Nos. 3 and 4, at 422 feet and 580 feet, respectively. 
The former is pumping 10 barrels, while the No. 4 is good 
for about 8 barrels. About 25 wells are still drilling; 


eight rigs have been built, and three new locations have 
been made. 


North Texas Wildcats 

Palo Pinto County has no completions for this week, the 
heavy snow storm having made activities impossible, and 
most all of the developments were stopped until the last 
few days. The Texas and Pacific Coal Company’s fee No. 
126 is reported to be drilled in and is safd to be good for 
about 40 or 50 barrels. However the exact production 
cannot be determined until the well is shot. 

South of Mineral Wells, the Empire Gas and Fuel Com- 
pany is preparing to resume operations at its Chestnut No. 
1, comonly known as the Empire’s deep test, which is 
attracting considerable interest throughout this section. 





January 27, 1917 
Drilling operations were stopped a short time ago after 
striking a peculiar sand at a 4200-foot depth. A sma 
quantity of gas has been flowing and at present no oj] 
showing. However the hole is a deep one and, if after 
drilling is resumed, oil or gas is found it will come up 
with considerable fcrce, consequently preparations are 
being made in accordance. Owens and Wilson have made 
a new location on the Jaques farm, about a quarter of a 
mile north of the Gill well. The star rig was moved from 
the Nobles farm, and they are now rigging up. 
will begin as soon as possible.. 

West of Palo Pinto, the Sinclair Oil and Gas Company’s 
standard rig, on the Belding ranch, which burned down 
some time ago, has been rebuilt and rigged up. Drilling 
operations were resumed at 800 feet. The Sinclair’s deep 
test, on the Belding, south of the standard rig, is still drill- 
ing at 1500 feet, using a star machine. This was a bad 
hole at 1446 feet, however, the well was shot and the hole 
straightened. 

After reaching a depth of 650 feet, on the Holt ranch. 
north of Palo Pinto, C. L. Werner, who was drilling for 
the Sinclair Oil and Gas Company, sold all equipment and 
contract to Owen & Wilson. Recently A. Urban, of Strawn, 
purchased the same from Owen & Wilson, and will resume 
operations soon. The Yell well has resumed drilling at 
1480 feet, after having been shut down for lack of water. 

In Stephens County, the Producers Oil Company is re- 
ported to have drilled in a big gas well on the Smith farm, 
south of Breckenridge, near the discovery well, which, 
after being drilled in at 2162 feet, is producing about 
30,000,000 feet of gas. The test on the Brown farm has re- 
sumed drilling at 2230 feet after shutting off the water, 
which has stopped operations for the past two weeks. The 
Parks No. 2 is still drilling at 980 feet. The Texas and 
Pacific Coal Company’s deep test, on the Wright farm, is 
drilling at 3287 feet. The Coody No. 1, announced last 
week to be producing 3,000,000 feet of gas, is now estimated 
to be making 4,000,000 feet. At present they are having 
trouble with water in the hole. The Gulf Production Com- 
pany is ready to start drilling as soon as water can be 
secured. 

In Parker County, Sidney Webb, John Hyatt and associ- 
ates, have made a new location about a quarter of a mile 
southeast of the original well on Rock Creek, south and 
east of Milsap. The Parker County Oil and Gas Company 
is rigging up to drill a deep test on the Mortens farm, 
northwest of Milsap. 

Archer County is practically at a standstill, and with a 
few exceptions, operations have stopped. Snowing the 
greater part of last week, weather conditions have made 
it impossible for progress of developments. The produ- 
cers and promoters of this territory are very anxious for 
action, and as soon as the weather permits, operations will 
be resumed with the greatest speed possible. The tempo- 
rary delay in developments, however, did not injure the 
stock market and stocks continue to sell at exhorbitant 
prices. The Reese-Allen well, on the Woodrum ranch, 
southwest of Holliday, one of the few drilling wells, a 
proached the sand at 1180 feet, with some oil and gas 
showing. But after drilling through about 20 feet of pay 
and asphalt, they struck a hard rock. and are still drilling 
at 1205 feet. This well is reported to be very promising. 
The Gulf Production Company’s well on the Owens tract, 
south of Holliday, and the Developers Oil Company’s well 


southeast of Holliday, were both abandoned at 2000 feet 
as dry. 
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Edgerly Production Holding Up Well 


The Edgerly field production has held up well during 
the past week, all the smaller companies reporting their 
output with little or no change in the figures of the week 
previous. The Victory Oil Company claims 810 barrels and 
the Gulf Refining Company’s Bright-Penn No. 19, that came 
in last Friday at a depth of about 3050 feet, with an esti- 
mated flow of 800 barrels, offsets the drop in the same 
company’s Bright-Penn No. 18 to 300 barrels, giving the 
Gulf a daily production of about 4000 barrels. The Reed 
No. 3 is setting six-inch at 2680 feet, and Bright-Penn No. 20 
is rigging up. Both of these tests are in the gusher terri- 
tory and will, without doubt, materially change the produc- 
tion figures of the field within the next ten days. The daily 
average production for the week is around 5300 barrels. 


Field Notes 


The Lyons Gulf Coast Oii and Development Company 
has its Fairchild No. 1 completely cleared at 2670 feet, and 
are now drilling ahead. They should be in the pay very 
shortly. 

The Victory Oil Company set six-inch in its Lillard No. 
11 at a depth of 2200 feet. 

The Gulf Refining Company is working over its No. 1 
Fairchild. 

The Victory Oil Company has moved a rig back on No. 
7 Lillard and will drill it deeper. It is now about 3200 feet 
deep. 

Mr. R. F. Williams, field manager fc: the Victory Oil 
Company, states that the company will soon start laying 
a three-inch pipe line from the field to the station and will 


also start the construction of loading racks at the same 
time. 





Wildcats 


The Lyons Gulf Coast Oil and Development Company’s 
test on the Hewson homestead, in the Big Woods, is now 
drilling below 2670 feet. Dr. A. L. Lyons, manager for the 
company, states that the test will go to the 3300-foot level 
at least before it is abandoned, provided the pay is not 
found at a lesser depth. 

O. C. Beauvis, field manager for several small companies, 
is loading two drilling rigs for Grand Chenier, in Caniers 
Parish, for the Mennentan Mineral Lands Company, who 
are to make two tests in that territory. 
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Increase in Freight Rates Will Materially 
Affect the Oil Industry : 


The oil industry is confronted by a serious situation in 
railroad shipments, by the proposed increase in rates. One 
averages 9 per cent on both carloads and less than‘ car- 
load shipments in Central Freight Association territory, 
affecting in some way the majority of the oil marketers 
of the country, because that territory’s rates form the 
base for other rates. 

These new rates were filed by the railroads, effective 
December ist, but were suspended on complaint of the 
National Petroleum Association, until March 31st. The 
Interstate Commerce Commission will hear the oil trade 
on these rates at Chicago, January 29th. 

The other big advance is an average of 41 per cent on 
less than carloads and 32 per cent on carloads in South 
Dakota. A hearing has already been held, but the oil 
industry did not learn of it in time to attend, so the 
railroad commission of the State has agreed to give an- 
other hearing in the near future. Former Secretary James, 
of the Western Refiners’ Association and Traffic Mana- 
ger MacEwen, of the National Refining Company, are look- 
ing after the South Dakota case. 

The South Dakota advance was a part of the general 
advance in that State on all commodities and classes pro- 
posed by the railroads. Oil in that State moves fourth 
class LCL and fith CL. The following are the advances: 

”~ For 25 miles—from 10.3 cents per hundred weight to 
16.2 cents LCL; and from 8.5 cents to 12.1 cents CL. 

For 50 miles—from 13.9 cents to 19.2 cents LCL; and 
from 11.2 cents to 14.4 cents CL. 

For 75 miles—from 16.2 cents to 22.2 cents LCL; and 
from 13 cents to 16.6 cents CL. 

For 100 miles—from 18.4 cents to 25.2 cents LCL; and 
from 14.8 cents to 18.9 cents CL. 

For 150 miles—from 22.9 cents to 31.2 cents LCL; and 
from 18.4 cents to 23.4 cents CL. 

The Central Freight Association proposed advances aver- 
age in per cent of the old rates about as follows from dif- 
ferent Eastern refining points: 

From Pittsburg district—7.5 LCL and 3.7 CL. 

From Oil City, Pa., district—7.5 LCL and 3.7 CL. 

From Warren, Pa., district—9.4 LCL and 7.4 CL. 

From Cleveland, O., district—11 LCL and 4.3 CL. 

From Toledo, O., district—6.7 LCL and 0.0 CL. 

From Findlay, O., district—-8.9 LCL and 9 CL. 

City Well Shows Oil Indications 

Beaumont.—The well which the city government is drill- 
ing for water in Magnolia Park shows signs of oil at 1200 
feet. The well will go to 1500 feet and artesian water is 
expected whether the oil shows or not. A number of own- 


ers of leases near the city are watching the results with 
great interest. 
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Mineral Leases 
191710—J. F. Wolters to Ramon Diaz, lot 4 of J. A. 
Dunn survey, January 13, 1917, 1-8 royalty. 
191764—-Mrs. Caro B. Chapman to J. H. Thomp- 
son, 20 acres out of William Scott survey, Jan- 
RAPPER OES. ccnccsnse nce ss 0 6So 5 6eeess haope 
191953—Mrs. Caro B. Chapman et al to Humble Oil 
Co., 20 acres out of William Scott survey, Jan- 
oy fe Le |) y Ge Renney Serres te mee eee 
191946—J. C. Bebee et al to J. H. Thompson, 1540 
acres out of Wm. Scott league, November 31, 
1916, cash $500 and $35,625 in 75 days ........ 
191927—-B. Hunter, Jr., to H. E. Wright, trustee, 
south half of 50 acres Wm. Scott survey, Jan- 
uary 10, 1917, other considerations and ......... 
191919—Abe W. Wagner et al to W. R. Thomas, 
200 acres, also 186 acres of submerged land, 
ee fe LL es ere errs re 
191820—J. H. West et al to Central Goose Creek 
Co., 25 acres out of Harvey Whiting survey, 
Li Me NE cc ck teak eerie ka aaR em S 
191870—National Oil & Gas Co. to Ralph C. Young, 
5 acres out of Jas. Strange survey, January 4, 
1916, other considerations and ................ 
191856—Mrs. W. J. Habermacher to Producers Oil 
Co., 635 acres out of Joel Wheaton survey, No- 
PDO MEMES) che caches Shee be cadens aan nese 
191995—Lee Heger to Gulf Pipe Line Co., a tract 
out of William Scott labor, September 20, 1916. 
191986—Joseph P. Wilson to Chas. S. Oliver et ai, 
143 acres out of Victor Blanco league, 200 acres 
known as tract 4 of Victor Blanco league, July 
PED ks KRGCAE RS EEE SESS CRS ERE KE RS Oe 
191985—J. A. Reynolds to Charles S. Oliver, half of 
200 acres out of the Victor Blanco league, 71% 
acres known as tract 2 Victor Blanco league, 
RN Chee 2a kbne Sd bck oe eke EKA eee wes 


Assignments of Mineral Leases 
191716—A. S. Mason to Wilson Edw. Wilber, half 
interest in 15 acres out of Christian Smith sur- 
WET TOORERII EES. EEE op ksvcurcsane cas ees sees 
191928—H. E. Wright, trustee, to Humble Oil Co., 
south half of 50 acres out of William Scott sur- 
PRT ROMA AOE DEE 5s ska es Boney ios06esecw'e wes 
191909—C. T. Rucker to J. E. Walker, 1-8 interest 
in 1 acre out of Gillett S. D. of William Scott 
LOE eR BASREES. bs donde cd Winco eaweawewens 
191938—B. C. Armstrong to Florence Robinson, 
half interest in 25 acres of Jones tract, William 
Scroll Survey. Aer Be ADIG. «oo scccscncwdwesicccs 
192006—Ellwood Fouts to Sutherland Oil Co., 10 
acres out of the Wright tract, January 17, 1917 
192005—John J. Castell et al to Elwood Fouts, 10.9 
acres out of Hattie Wright ffact, Jan. 17, 1917, 
GING? CONBIIEMAIEONS BIT 5.0 ..o:.ivicic oso cnicescceses 
192003—C. H. Marshall to Gulf Production Co., 25 
acres out of Hoskins tract, January 6, 1917.... 
192004—Rockwell Hoskins to Gulf Production Co., 
a tract out of Hoskins tract, January 6, 1917.... 
192095—Thos. M. Maes to J. B. Morrison et al, 22.3 
acres known as Jonas Altmont tract, January 20, 
SEE S65 S NEE EGSS RGAE ER ER mee ae ce Ker ce kaki wx 
192094—-Justin Dorbandt to Thos. M. Maes, 22.3 
acres known as Jonas Altmont survey, January 
19, 1917 


Se RSM SCE SCFLeERSSES SHES SSE SD SOo LOSE C EEO BES E®O 


$8,000 


$8,000 


$36,125 


$300 


$317.50 


$10 


$10 


$1 


$1 


$10,000 


$10 


WE sell large blue print Maps of the Piedras Pintas and Noleda 
oil fields, Duval county, Texas, for $3.50 each. Eureka Co., 
Box 41, San Diego, Texas. 


FIVE SALESMEN WANTED to sell beautiful building ‘lots ‘in 

bayshore townsite, south of Goose Creek, which is to be pros- 
pected for oil. $30 each on easy terms. Purchaser secures free 
stock if oil is discovered. Attractive literature. Liberal com- 
mission. One agent made over $1250 commissions last week. 
Others making $250 to $1000 monthly. Experienced town lot, 
drilling site or oil stock salesman can easily count on making 
$10,000 next few months. Commissions paid promptly. P, 0, 
Box 1745, Houston, Texas. 


WANTED—News stands to handle the Gulf Coast Oil News. 
Attractive proposition to dealers. Address Foster Building, 
Houston, _Texas. 


DO YOU KNOW how to invest small amounts | scientifically? 

Don’t you know you can do this? If you don’t know, let us 
show you. National Oil Drilling Company, Beatty Building, 
Houston, Texas. 


FOR SALE—10 shares of Houston Deep Well Company stock at 
$17.50 per share. X1000 Gulf Coast Oil News. 





INVESTORS, ATTENTION—We furnish to investors a free 
weekly stock letter. Write us with full address. Houston 
Stock Exchange, 405 Foster Building, Houston, Texas. 


WHEN in need of production, leases or stocks in any oil field in 
the world, write Houston Stock Exchange, 405 Foster Building, 

Houston, Texas. ries Sree tee e 

FOR SALE—2 lots in Texas Gulf Oil Addition, and 1 lot in 
Triangle Oil Company. Will sell cheap. Make me an offer. 

Address Robert Stratton, Hensel, North Dakota. 

WANTED—3,000 feet of 8-inch or 8%4-inch pipe. Address F. B. 
M., 1144 Allston St., Houston Heights. 





192075—Justin Devhonit to Robert F. Sesene. 
144% acres known as the Jonas Altmont survey, 
BORMANG BERNE 5 ks ci ekwose knee ckiws de wbenais $25 
192057—R. L. Blaffer to Paraffine Oil Co., half 
interest in 30 acres out of Wm. Scott league, Jan- 
ie Ge fog, | | SRE RR ark cen Sree eater eee ae eee $3,500 


Oil Prospects 

191784—-State of Texas to C. E. Bennett, 580 acres known 
as Perkin’s Island, January 12, 1917. 

192918—T. Sparks, applicant to the State of Texas, a 
tract adjoining the John Asbury league, January 17, 1917. 

192018-- T’. Sparks, applicant to the State of Texas, a tract 
adjoining the John Asbury league, January 17, 1917. 

192090—Lawrence Lipper, applicant, to State of Texas, 
417 acres near William Scott survey, known as Kirkland 
Peninsula, Blackwell Island, January 20, 1917. 


Assignment of Oil Permit 
191947—Richard Rodgers to John H. Thompson, 
permit No. 1725, containing 200 acres known as 
OE OS Snes gee Sane) Se ay 7 Dee ee $100 


Agreement 
191843—J. H. McEvoy to San Jacinto Oil & Gas Co., 
agreement as to payment of $1500, January 15, 1917. 


Late Charter Filings 
Big Bluff Oil & Gas Co. of Wichita Falls, capital stock 
$15,000; incorporators T. B. Smith, E. A. Painter and W. 
F. Weeks. 
Bethany Oil Company, Carthage, capital stock $19,000; 
incorporators, G. Hendricks, W. G. Banks, J. G. Wells and 
others. 


Hampshire Oil Company, Beaumont, capital stock 


$25,000; incorporators, T. J. Voorhes, Martin Tulp and John 
McCall. 

Holt Oil Company of Sour Lake, capital stock $12,000; 
incorporators, Hubert Holt, W. L. Clark, John Austin and 
others. 

The Hill Oil Company of Beaumont, capital stock $3,500; 
incorporators, J. H. Hill, Guy W. Junkin and Gus Guedry. 
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Oil Markets 


Following is a schedule of credit balance quotations in 
all divisions as of January 25. 


GULF COAST 


Spindle Top .......... SH05 Markham: ....0..6.0 $1.00 
Sour TARO «0.640040 #00 ‘Goose Creek ....020 0 1.00 
tS ee POG WAGE oi. csecnscicns 1.00 
SUGAMAILO oc ohajoeossdieres-are 200) SORMIRES: 0c cc cc dseiwewec 1.00 
SAME on ik oc ry. Din shaneis aol WOO ~VEBEOR. «5 ok ik edinis 1.00 
MAWOR) 46666 anes ces 1.00 
NORTH TEXAS 
MRRCIED.. 5 k.os60cess wea SiO RMEAN sc cc oka nenks $1.70 
REPRE GEES — io a siede ss 055% 1.70 Corsicana, heavy ..... .85 
1 ee are 170 6©6°Corsicana, light ...... 1.70 
RNR fo na ss sinta so acenane AG | OS ro thoremece erecats 1.70 
NORTH LOUISIANA 
Cadn: GRE <6. acces Sree De Sele! 2c. csccecceas $1.50 
GCadao; HEAVY «..6.s.. Om «CRICHTON: ....66.060005. 1.20 
EASTERN GRADES 
Pennsylvania ........ S305 Somerset ........:... 2.18 
Mercer, DIACK ........0+ SiGe RAPTOR ccc ceic siciccies 1.00 
OBTAIN ko siwwiwioreis eens ri Ei SO OC a eae 2.18 
CESS a ae are $2.35 
CENTRAL WEST 
Novtla DAWA: ... <:ssi000% S276 | PINGS: cick bos cece ecis $1.82 
South: ima: ....4.44< 7S Primcetan .......66..e 1.82 
ARE si. oo sce ecw i ac 1363 «©=#PUIMOUER. occ. 5 ceec ses 1:73 
WOAGHIOE 55 é0dc cca awe 2.00 
OKLAHOMA 
Cushing crude ....... $1.75 All other grades ...... $1.70 
BR MIM acoso co caliw rs Ss asa im ies wt ae © ihe “aurwsiniig hn! 5's) wre Tague ter .90 
CALIFORNIA 


Below is a schedule of Standard Oil Company of Cali- 
fornia prices, effective since January 13, 1917. Agency 
prices are 1 cent per barrel more on each grade than Stand- 
ard prices. 


Kern River, Midway-Sunset, McKittrick, Lost Hills- 

Belridge, Coalinga— 

14 degrees to and including 17.9 degrees gravity.. 

18 degrees to and including 18.9 degrees gravity... 

And for each increase in gravity of one full degree 
above 18 degrees gravity up to and inclusive of 24.9 
degrees gravity, 1 cent per barrel additional. 

25 degrees to and including 25.9 degrees gravity.. 

And for each increase in gravity of one full degree 
above 25 degrees gravity up to and inclusive of 36.9 
degrees gravity, 2 cents per barrel additional. 

37 degrees to and including 37.9 degrees gravity.. 

And for each increase in gravity of one full degree 
above 37 degrees, 3 cents per barrel additional. 


$0.73 
74 


82 


1.07 


31 


Ventura County— 
25 degrees to and including 25.9 degrees gravity.. 
And for each increase in gravity of one full degree 
above 25 degrees gravity up to and inclusive of 36.9 
degrees gravity, 2 cents per barrel additional. 
37 degrees to and including 37.9 degrees gravity.. 
And for eacn increase in gravity of one full degree 
above 37 degrees gravity, 3 cents per barrel ad- 
ditional. : 


82 


1.07 


Whittier-Fullerton Field— 


16 degrees to and including 17.9 degrees gravity.. 

18 degrees to and including 18.9 degrees gravity.. 

And for each increase in gravity of one full degree 
above 18 degrees up to and inclusive of 24.9 degrees 
gravity, 1 cent per barrel additional. 

25 degrees to and including 25.9 degrees gravity.. 

And for each increase in gravity of one full degree 
above 25 degrees gravity up to and inclusive of 36.9 
degrees gravity, 2 cents per barrel additional. 

37 degrees to and including 37.9 degrees gravity.. 

And for each increase in gravity of one full degree 
above, 37 degrees gravity, 3 cents per barrel ad- 
ditional. 


73 
74 


82 


1.07 


FUEL OIL PRICES 


Fuel oil prices advanced 10 cents per barrel in December. 
Following are spot quotations as of January 25. 


Fort Worth; Corsicana, Dallas «..... <<<... .90 to 1.00 
RON CNO Mh cek ci eee ore aay A LS hI Se .95 to 1.00 
ES SEE ee NEN Ore een ne ee ae ar 1.10 to 1.35 
Mexican crude at gulf ports ................ .90 to 1.00 





Local Stocks 


Quotations by the Houston Stock Exchange covering 
transactions for the week ending Thursday, January 25, 
1ST: 























Name of Company Par Ask jLastSale High | Low 
Amer. Guar. Oil Co...| 10.00)... " 10.00} 10.00) 10.00 
B’kers Oil & Gas Co.| 10.00) 16.00} 10.00} 20.00} 10.00 
C’trl Goose Creek Pet| 5.00 5.50 5.00 5.00 5.00 
Cherry Oil Co........ | 100.00)... 100.00} 100.00] 100.00 
Clem. Oil Co......... | 10.00).......| 30.00 30.00) 30.00 
COM, OU COs :.6):6 52580 50.00) | 50.00} 50.00} 50.00 
Deep Sand Oil Co....} 50.00) 350.00) 325.00; 50.00} 50.00 
Dixie Oil & Gas Co...| 10.00, 7.50| 8.00| 20.00/ 8.00 
Goose Creek Pet Corp.| 50.00} 50.00! 50.00; 50.00] 50.00 
Great Sou. Oil Co.....}; 10.00) 10.00; 5.00; 10.00; 2.00 
Hardy Oil Co........ | 10.00|.......| 20.00) 25.00] 20.00 
Hou. Deep Well Co...| 10.00! 17.50! 17.50; 25.00! 5.00 
Hou. Goose Creek Co., 10.00} 13.50) 13.00; 25.00) 14.00 
Humble Oil Co....... 100.00).......| 600.00! 600.00) 140.00 
Humble Pet. Co...... 10.00} 10.00; 8.00; 15.00) 10.00 
Humble, Tex Pet. Co.| 10.00) 10.00} 10.00) 10.00} 10.00 
Jack Rose Oil Co....| 50.00} 75.00} 60.00) 100.00} 60.00 
MeWilliams Oil Co...| 10.00 ---| 10.00} 10.00} 10.00 
Nat’l Oil & Gas Co....| 10.00; 5.00; 5.00; 15.00! 1.00 
New Hope Oil Co.....| 10.00|.......| 14.00] 14.00} 14.00 
Prince Baxter Oil Co. 10.00) 10.00) 10.00) 14.00; 14.00 
San Jacinto Oil & Gas} 50.00) 25.00| 47.50} 50.00} 25.00 
Singleton Ranch Co..| 10.00! 10.00| 10.00} 10.00] 10.00 
Southern Pet. Co.....| 50.00) 250.00} 225.00) 310.00| 70.00 
State Oil & Gas...... 25.00| 25.00} 25.00] 25.00} 25.00 


Tell your friends to get the Gulf Coast Oil News and keep 
posted. 





Townes, Vinson & Howard 
ATTORNEYS 


Fourth Floor Union National Bank Building, Houston, Texas 
Special Attention to Oil Leases and Litigations 











PECIAL ATTENTION Given to Titles and 

Organization of Oil Companies. Coastal 

Oil Field Information furnished free of charge 
Cc. C. HIGHSMITH 


Attorney-at-Law 
HOUSTON. TEXAS 


References: 
Any Bank in Houston 


611 PRINCE BUILDING 
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The Layne Patent J 


Keystone 
Wire Screen 


Will Overcome Any Kind of Sand or Gas Troubles 


ACCESSORIES 


) Layne Ratchet Packer 
aa Layne Setting Tool = 
Layne Petented Layne Ratchet Lead Seal Layne Patented 


Drilled Pipe, Keystone 


wie wared ol” §— Back Pressure Valves, Wash Plugs “sve 


LAYNE & BOWLER COMPANY 


HOUSTON, TEXA 
OO 
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EXON 


[ue 


AM 


Oil Field Supplies 


RED REX 


(TRADE MARK) 


Drilling Hose 


UL Saul HUI 








ALAMO 


Hydraulic Packing 
and Pump Valves 








Distributors of 


New York 
Rubber Company’s 


CELEBRATED 


Packings and 
Supplies 


‘ OF ALL KINDS 
For Every Oil Field 
Purpose 


Immediate Deliveries 


“*Wiccapee’’ and 
“‘Extra’’ Belts 
For Oil Field Use 





MATERIAL HANDLED 
IN EVERY FIELD 





A 


reaor RED KREX wank = 


Girten Belting & Packing Go. “rexss~ 


SALAMA 
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SHAUNA 


ALWAYS READY 


im inion 














Capacities 5 to 500 Gallons 
Priming Is Not Necessary 








Wear taken up automatically which 
keeps up the efficiency. All parts can 
be replaced without experienced help 


Blackmer Rotary Pump Co. 


PETOSKEY, MICHIGAN 
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